Untold Tales of Falmouth

from the archives of Museums on the Green

Culture Camp Bthe-Sea

The year: 1891. The place: Falmol Second Al Jllustraled Prospectus. [
Heights. The objectives: Rest, quiet, and me i
culture, in a campground setting. All these w Falmouth Summer Institute J
promised by the Falmouth Summer Institu i \‘
organized by Rev. Charles Henry Washburn, | g ‘
tor of the townds Fir| nal

Culture camping was already a familiar c|
cept. In 1873, famous biologist and geolog
Louis Agassi z, hel d nst
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Summer Institute in Cottage City. On a bl o)
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ing to 700 participants by the end of the centur i
ecreation Gamp hy the Sea.
Falmouth Heights, meanwhile, had been 1 e, Ralmath
dergoing development assummer resohy a ey Heights,

group of Worcester investors. Perhaps not .. i
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central circié@ anchored by a chapeand con- ™=
centric circles of cottages, the Falmouth Heig g /',:(m/u”
development resembled the tents and later «
tages of the camp meeting site. This resemblaiive
was largely superficial, as the Heights summes Faimouth Sumn... S s

residents did not see themselves as bearing a $jfitite was an affordable vacation option for

those interested in thinkers such as Louis Agassi
itual mission to those beyond their community. 4 | ycy Stone.
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Rev. Washburn, however, saw an opportunity
for a Summer Institute that would allow workers
of modest means to enjoy a seaside vacation,
while improving their minds at the same time.

Undoubtedly inspired by the camp meeting set-

ting, he arranged for tents to accommodate at-

tendees, and two central settings, the coliseum

and the tabernacle, for lectures and concerts.

Most of the activity 7k QUbUHRIKRWER VIRZYV WY
Park, 6 now the Hei g h8% sesdprolthk Sunimer Instfute. R ¢
averse to sleeping in tents could book a room in

one of the nearby hotels, for a little more money. Town residents could sign up for da
sessions, and sleep in their own homes. The course ran for two weeks.

Washburndés program offered a number o
atmosphere of the camp grounds and the educational spirit of the Penikese and Ma
thads Vineyard institutes. 0The aim o
oto establish a Christian Culture Camp after the German ipattieich may in time. .
be able to offer . . . recreation and culture free of expense to tioedavdilit needy
classes of our great New England citi e
brain and hand workers might be thus benefitted. Is it not a practical way of reachin
the masses?d

Among the options were the Boyso6 Mili
0Christian tone and wuplifting atmosphe
expected to show o0gentl emanly conduct
military tone included daily drill, conducted in accordance with the Standing Orders o
the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.

Another section of the program was for teachers and pastors. This option offerec
0somet hing every br &g quietvandridexensive place foran g
summer outing, combined with a chance for
physical recuperation and mental refresh-
ment . o Activities inc
biological talks and excursions, and botanical
tramps. For teachers there was a course in
English literature and for the pastors, early
morning lessons in Bible reading. Recreation
included lawn tennis, boating, fishing, and

The culture campers were allowed to use tl%vgigig%lém bakes. Cultural activities were of-

chapel for some of their events. It stood in tferedefaf all, and included concerts and a
Crown Circle until it was demolished in 1929.




