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NARRATIVE OF CAPTAIN SILAS JONES!

FROM THE LOG OF THE AWASHONKS

T

O~ the 28th of December, 1833, 1
sailed on the ship Awashonks of Fal-
mouth, bound to the Pacificona sperm-
whaling voyage. The Awashonks was
one of the first-class ships in the whal-
ing business, owned by Captain Eli-
Jjah Swift and others of Falmouth, and
commanded by Captain Prince Coffin
of Nantucket. The first officer was
Alexander H. Gardner.and the second
William Swain, also from Nantucket.
I joined the ship in the capacity of
third officer, and belonged to Falmouth.

The ship’s company consisted of
twenty-eight men, including the offi-
cers. A young man named Daniel
Wood and a lad named John Parker
were from Nantucket, and one lad
named Thomas Gifford belonged to
Falmouth. The remainder were from
almost every section of the country.

During the first part of our voyage
nothing of importance occurred, ex-
- cept that ill-fortune seemed to accom-
pany us while pursuing the object we
sailed for. We doubled Cape Horn af-
ter an ordinary passage, cruised down
the western coast of South America and
stopped at a port in lower Peru for re-
freshments. After leaving that port,
we ran westerly, and whenever we had
occasion to go to any port during the
remainder of the voyage, it was to some
of the islandsin the middle and western
part of the Pacific Ocean.

In May, 1885, after having made
several unsuccessful cruises, we set sail

1 This narrative is transcribed verbatim from
the record of Third Officer, afterward Captain,
Silas Jones. — TrE EpITOR.

from the island of Tahiti bound to the
northward, soon reaching the Equator.
We cruised westward, and for three
months were favored by fortune, hav-
ing obtained in that time about four
hundred barrels of sperm-oil. We had
touched in the mean time at a number
of islands in the King Mills group, and
were accustomed to seeing many na-
tives on board. At one time, in partic-
ular, while near one of the group, we
captured three whales, and took them
in; and the next day, while passing the
islands, the wind fell away and left us
becalmed about two miles distant.
The natives came off in great num-
bers, and I presume that at one time
the number on board would exceed one

hundred. They were the most desti-

tute, degraded set of beings I ever saw,
taking every piece of meat they could

get hold of and eating it raw with as"

much eagerness as carrion hawks. But
we never received any harm from them,
always keeping men on, station ready
to suppress any assault from them.
After leaving this group, we experi-
enced a very strong westerly current,

—on some days setting the ship a dis-

tance of sixty miles in twenty-four
hours.

On the first of October we were in
168 degrees of east longitude, on the
Equator. Captain Coffin 'had deter-
mined to leave the ground, proceed to
the northward to the coast of Japan,
thence to the Sandwich Islands. We
had been a few days on the passage
when one evening he observed to me,
while I was on my watch, that we
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314 NARRATIVE OF CAPTAIN SILAS JONES

should probably see an island before
morning, and gave me orders to keep a
sharp lookout for it through the night.
I asked him some questions about the
island, but he had no knowledge of it
except what he received from the chart.
It was there called Baring’s Island, in
latitude 5° 85" N., longitude 168° 18’
E., not inhabited.

The next morning, on the fifth of
October, about sunrise, the man from
masthead discovered the island ahead,
about twenty miles distant, bearing
N.N.E., wind from east. We made a
course directly for it until night, when
a squall came over and obscured the
island till ten o’clock, the wind in the
mean time being near southerly. We
had expected to pass to windward of
it, but when the clouds had passed off
we found that we could not weather it
with safety. Consequently we ran be-
fore the wind near the south shore to
pass under its lee. The south shore ex-
tended from east to west about six
miles, where it terminated in a sharp
point around which, on the west side of
the island, was an opening to a large
lagoon, which extended a distance of
four or five miles, leaving but a narrow
belt of land or sea-wall of coral forma-
tion, no part of which would exceed
half @ mile in crossing.

When running down the south shore,
we noticed among the rich foliage,
which gave the island a very interest-
ing appearance, many cocoanut trees
and plantains. We also saw many na-
tives running along the beach in the
same direction as ourselves. When
abreast of the entrance of the lagoon,
three canoes were seen approaching.
The captain then observed to the third
officer that he would stop there an hour
or two and endeavor to get some fruit,
and gave directions to heave the ship
to, headed from the land, a half-mile
distant, with the main topsail to the -
~ mast.

The three canoes came alongside
directly, each with three or four na-
tives on board. Their contents, which
was not more than three or four dozen
cocoanuts and two bunches of plan-
tains, were passed on board by them,
they receiving in exchange pieces of
hook, iron, ivory, and the like. They
appeared satisfied with their trade and
were all allowed to come on board.

The first who came up the side was
their chief, as we supposed, by hisseem-
ing to exercise some control over the
others and by his personal appearance.
He was decorated with a string of teeth
of some fish which he wore around his

neck 'as beads are worn; his hair was -

done up in a peculiar style, and the
lobes of his ears had been bored and
the holes extended to the enormous
size of two inches in diameter, in which
was placed, on either side, a roll of
yellow plantain leaf, not unlike a scroll
of parchment. Around his loins he
wore a string of grass which extended
to his knees. The other men were in
precisely the same dress with which
nature had clothed them.

We endeavored to converse with
them, but could not understand a word
of their language, although we had
natives of Tahiti on board. They
were all well-formed, muscular men, of
somewhat darker complexion than
South Sea islanders generally, but in
features and complexion approaching
the Malay.

Directly after their coming on board,
the captain ordered dinner although
it still wanted a few moments to noon.
He then, with the first two officers,
went below to dine, ordering me to re-
main on deck, keep a lookout, and get
an observation as the sun passed the
meridian. The decks were left except
by the helmsman and myself.

While I was engaged in getting an
observation, the natives appeared to
be somewhat frightened by the quad-



NARRATIVE OF CAPTAIN SILAS JONES 315

rant I held in my hand. It was new
and shone very brightly. I presume
they took it to be an instrument of war-
fare. *& asli i € 1o ;

In a very few minutes the officers
came on deck. I then went below. I
told the captain other canoes were on
their way to the ship. He then went on
deck also. In the course of ten or fif-
teen minutes I went on deck and found
that their number had increased to
about thirty. | 7

From the first' of their coming on
board, they appeared to give much of
their attention to the iron work about
the ship, and seemed to covet the arti-
cles in any form whatever. Attached
to spars over the quarter-deck was a
box containing fourteen cutting-spades,
which it would be well here to describe.
A cutting-spade is formed of a thin
plate of steel, triangular in shape, hav-
ing a long socket on the end, in which
is inserted a pole. When completed it
is about fifteen feet in length. When
used for cutting whale overboard it is
brought to a fine edge, and the mode of
use is by a thrust, the same as a spear
is used. As these spades were highly
polished, the natives’ eyes had rested
upon them, and the captain, to gratify
their curiosity, took one down and by
signs showed them its use and placed it
again in its box, which was about seven
feet above the deck.

When I saw so many on board con-
versing in a tongue unknown to us and
apparently much excited, I felt some-
what uneasy and placed myself in a
position to watch their movements. I
soon discovered one of their number
bringing a war-club up the gangway,
and immediately told the captain. He
then addressed the first officer, giving
orders to drive them off the deck. As
the club came above the railing, I seiz-
ed it, and after some struggle took it
from its owner. I then saw them bring-
ing another directly abaft me. I threw

the first overboard, and endeavored to
secure the second. While I was con-
tending with the savage, my attention
was arrested by much noise behind me.
Looking around, with much astonish-
ment I beheld the natives making a
rush for the spades, 2 number of them
having secured one. Among them were
the first officer of the ship and one of
the seamen.

I instantly left the savage with the
club and sprang for a spade also, and
was fortunate in securing one and mak-
ing my way out of the group unhurt,
which I have since considered a mir-
acle, as spades were flying in every di-
rection.

As soon as I was clear of them I pass-
ed over the main hatches on the oppo-
site side of the quarter-deck, which was
entirely clear. AsIran aft I thrust my
spade at one who stood in front of the
cabin gangway. His eye was fixed on
me, and he dodged the blow and the
weapon fastened itself in the woodwork
behind him. Before I could secure the
use of it he had gained a hold upon it.
Another soon came to his assistance,
and the two having hold upon one end
of the staff and I the other, they forced
me aft to the stern. We were then
brought to a stand as the weapon was
too unwieldy to be turned in any other
direction by two parties. In that situa-
tion I drew up to the near one, still
holding the spade inonehand,and gave
him a few severe blows in the face, and,
although he was as desperate as a tiger,
he made no resistance but left me and
went in pursuit of another weapon. I
suppose it was a method of warfare he
was entirely unaccustomed to.

Before I could repeat the same proc-
ess upon the second, I noticed on the
lee side of the deck a native, who had
just stepped on board, advancing to-
ward me with a spear in his hand. At
this time there was not a living man of
the ship’s company abaft the windlass
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on deck. I then left the spade and ran
forward. When passing the mainmast,
another spade came for me from the
opposite side of the deck. As I ran I
looked around and saw three in pur-
suit. My feelings were much excited. I
hardly knew where I was going until I

" saw one of the hatches off, I made a

spring and landed on the lower deck in
the forehold, barely escaping my pur-
suers,

In the forehold, I found three or

four seamen making preparations for:

defense, with Mr. Gardner, the first
officer, who addressed me, saying, ‘Oh,
dear Mr. Jones, what shall we do? Our
captain is killed and the ship is gone!’

I do not recollect having made any
reply to these remarks, although he
was an officer whom I esteemed very
much as a kind friend and a worthy
man. My strength was completely ex-
pended. I seated myself; and then,
having partially recovered, the thought
occurred to me that, if we could get
possession of the fire-arms that were in
the cabin, there was still a chance for
us. The distance between us and the
steerage was stowed with large casks
standing on end. The space between
these casks and the upper deck, about
two feet, was filled with a variety of
articles such as barrels, lumber, wood,
and so forth.

I immediately commenced breaking
a passage, and in the space of a very
few minutes reached the steerage,
where I found the blacksmith, who was
sick and had been off duty for a month
or more. He was partially aware of
what had happened and Jjoined me in
breaking through a door; and, to my
great joy, we found the cabin free of
natives. We then went directly to my
room, which was at the foot of the
cabin-stairs. In my chest I had a pair
of large pistols and a few charges of
ammunition, which the captain had
given me some time previous, when we

had touched at other islands, It was
the only ammunition I could readily
lay my hand upon. After loading the
pistols I placed them in the hands of
the blacksmith, with orders to remain
where he was and prevent any one com-
ing down while T was getting the mus-
kets ready. After looking in various
places, I found a large tin coffee-pot
filled with powder and a bag containing
a few pounds of large buckshot. Afte
charging the pieces, I called the black.
smith to me from my room, but re-
ceived an answer from a young negro
boy whose name was Charley who had,
in the mean time, come from the fore:
hold by the same passage as myself and
said that, as he was passing the door,
the blacksmith called him in, gave him
the pistols, and had now gone between-
decks.

At this time the natives were rejoic-
ing over the victory they had won, the
greater part having collected on the
quarter deck; and such a noise as they
were making over our heads would
baffle all description. Some were sing-
ing, others were dancing, yelling, and
pounding on the deck with poles and
oars, and we thought at the time they
were scuttling the deck; but such did
not prove to be the case. They had
discovered us in the cabin, and five or
six were standing in front of the gang-
way with spades in hand. I fired the
first charge through their midst, and if .
they had all been struck by lightning
from heaven they could not have ceased
their noise quicker than they did. The
onewho received the charge was helped
toa seat in one of the boats which hung
to the davits, and there he remained as
long as he was on board.

We continued to fire a number of
charges in quick succession, and every
time they threw something in return;
sometimesa spade, at others a harpoon,
and once a spy-glass. We now number-
ed three in the cabin, the third being a
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boy named John Parker, who had come
from the forehold on hearing the re-
ports of our pieces. With the assistance
of these two boys, who deserve much
credit . for the coolness and dispatch
with which they executed my orders,
we could fire quite rapidly. "

Looking out from the stern windows,

we saw many canoes passing to and
from the ship and the shore. Presently
one approached within the distance of
twenty yards of the ship’s stern, with
three natives in it; and although they
all sat facing and looking directly at
me as I leveled my piece, I was much
surprised that neither of them mani-
fested the least sign of fear whatever,
not even changing their course, but
came directly headed toward me, which
convinced me that they were unac-
quainted with the kind of weapon I
held in my hand. From the stern win-
dows we kept up an effectual fire and
stopped every canoe from reaching the
ship, which was a great advantage
gained by us. ;
While thus engaged, the fourth per-
son, named Lewis, now entered the
cabin. As he entered, he took from one
of the boys a loaded piece ,and dis-
charged it up the gangway, receiving,
at the same time, a spade-wound sever-
ing one of the knee-joints. The smoke
was so dense in the cabin that I was
not aware of his presence until he called
for help. I assisted him to a seat and
placed a temporary bandage around
his leg, and in that condition he as-
sisted, voluntarily, in loading pieces
for the remainder of the engagement.
Lewis, an active able-seaman, posses-
sing a happy, cheerful disposition, had
gained the good-will of the whole ship’s
company, and his conduct here de-
serves notice. When the action com-
menced, he was on the lookout at the
fore-top-gallant-head, and remained
aloft until he heard the report of arms,
when he came down within a few feet

of the deck. Seeing no possibility of
reaching the cabin by the upper deck,
he sprang from the rigging over the
heads of the natives and landed on the
fore-deck in the forehold. In.the fall
he was violently ruptured, and before
he could recover himself received sev-
eral slight spade-wounds, one of which
divided one ear in two parts at right
angles. Nothing daunted, however, he
advanced speedily to the cabin, and
although, after the loss of one leg, he

‘was in a shocking condition, yet, for

nearly an hour in which he was actively
engaged, I never heard a murmur from
him or saw in his countenance the least
sign of pain. On the contrary, he im-
parted cheerfulness and animation, to
those around him.

QOur situation in the cabin at this

‘time was full of interest to ourselves,

and the responsibility resting on our
efforts appeared to stimulate each one
with strength and vigor. -We were
armed with four muskets, two pistols,
and two good boarding-knives, to be
used in case they should make a rush
upon us. .

We now heard a violent crash on the
starboard quarter, and looking out the
stern window to ascertain the cause, I
saw a boat lying in the water, bottom-
up, which they had cut from the davits.
We waited patiently until it cleared
the stern, the ship now going one and
one-half knots, when we saw two na-
tives sitting astride the keel, one assist-
ing a third who was in the water ap-
parently crippled. We discharged a
piece or two in that direction and they
toppled off.

The fifth person, named Daniel
Wood, now entered the cabin in a crip-
pled condition. When the decks were
cleared he had been driven forward
with the ship’s company on one side
of the forecastle, and when I left the
deck was retiring abaft on the other.
I saw him at the end of the windlass,

-
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and he followed me directly into the
forehold, not, however, until he had
received with full force the blows of
those weapons by which I had been
driven forward. When this young man
entered the cabin his strength was so
exhausted by the loss of blood that he
could render us no assistance whatever.
By him I was told that the first officer
was lying a lifeless corpse in the fore-
hatchway, having received a mortal
wound in the chest.

The next object called to our atten-
tion was the security of the helm.
When the ship was hove to, the helm
was put a-lee. The wind being very
light and the-sea perfectly smooth, it
had remained in that position. Now
we were convinced that some one was
disturbing it, by the rattling of the
chains which were used in place of
ropes. I brought the breech of my gun
to bear on the cabin floor and endeav-
ored to discharge it directly through
the deck; but owing to its vertical po-
sition and the inferior quality of the
powder, I did not succeed until I had
repeated the trial two or three times.

While I was thus employed, another
person entered the cabin,- who was no
other than the blacksmith, who had
deserted his post in time of danger, but
now, when our party had become quite
formidable, had returned to join us.
He, perceiving my motions, took a
loaded piece and brought it to as much
of a level as he could in the binnacle.
Both pieces were discharged at the
same time and both were random shots,
- it being impossible to see the steering-
wheel from the cabin. We thought our
object gained, however, as we heard
nothing more of the chains, and, look-
ing from the stern windows, could see
that the position of the rudder had not
been altered so as to affect the ship’s
course materially.

When the natives had gained posses-
sion of the decks, they dispatched all

the canoes from alongside as fast as
they came, with one native in each to
bring reinforcements from the shore,
and when we gained the advantage
which the stern-windows afforded us,
we completely stopped all communica-
tion between those on board and the
shore. Those on deck, being much re-
duced in numbers, were now somewhat
wary in presenting themselves to our
view. We had occasionally fired from
the skylight, which was open on the
forward side; but this was now blocked

aip by the carpenter’s tool-chest which

they had thrown before it and secured
in such a manner that we could not
easily remove it. In this state of
things I held a consultation with my
confidant, Lewis, the result of which
was the decision to go on deck.

Our number amounted now to six,
but only three, besides myself, were
able to walk or stand, and only two of
these, young Parker and Charley, I
could rely upon in time of danger. I
gave them directions how to proceed
and, placing about my person the two
pistols, took a gun in my hand. The
others were armed, each with a gun.
We advanced up the gangway. When
on the stairs, I heard the sound of feet
in shoes on the deck, and paused. The
next moment the muzzle of my piece
was grasped by one of the boat-steerers
named Perkins. I called his name. He
exclaimed, ‘Oh! Mr. Jones, I did not
know you were alive.” He then said,
‘They are all gone. They are all gone.’

I told him to take a piece from one of
the boys, and we all mounted the top-
rail. In a few minutes the natives ap-
peared at the surface of the water in a
compact body about sixty yards dis-
tant. We discharged all our pieces at
them, and, wishing them a speedy pas-
sage to that port where so many of
their friends had been consigned, we
parted.

In narrating events thus far, I have
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confined myself, with a few exceptions,
‘to those that came directly under my
own observation, and it will be neces-
sary here to record those facts which
subsequently came to my knowledge.
By such facts it would appear that
only half or two thirds of the ship’s
company were on deck at the time the
attack was made, the remainder being
in the forecastle and one at each mast-
head on the lookout. When the natives
secured eleven out of fourteen spades,
they drove all before them. Their first
act was to kill the captain, which was
instantly effected by nearly severing
the head from the body. The first
officer, who had a spade in his hand,
thrust it through the one who had in-
flicted the blow on the captain; and
before he could recover the use of it,
was forced to retreat, and with him all
those around him. The second officer,
being further forward, did not notice
their movements in time to make any
resistance whatever, and, when the
decks were cleared, he joined the others
and all rushed forward together. The
first officer and two or three seamen
dropped down the forecastle, the second
officer and three seamen went directly
overboard, where they were soon de-
stroyed, and others went aloft by the
headstays. Such was the consternation
caused by the attack that every one
only thought of fleeing from danger
and seeking safety for the moment.
Among those who were on the look-
out was a boat-steerer named Perkins,
who, being an experienced seaman, as-
sumed command of those aloft and
gave orders to brace the main-yard,
which was easily accomplished by
those forward as the main-braces run
to the foretop, and by cutting many
ropes a great portion of the sail was
trimmed to the breeze, which was very
light, however, giving the ship only one
and one-half knots headway. He had
watched the movements of the natives

closely, and when he saw them making
preparations to leave, he descended;
and the moment the last was gone he
was on deck where, as I have before
observed, he reported to me their de-
parture. Before leaving, each native
took some one or more articles, which
were chiefly of iron. When ready, all
leaped overboard together and swam
as far as possible before rising to the

surface. I was told by Perkins that~

they had thrown all their dead over-
board, among whom was their chief,
who was shot at the helm. It appeared
that when the blacksmith and myself
fired at random for the helmsman, the
shot fired by him had the desired effect,
which was quite remarkable, the shot
passing through five different boards
before it struck its object, in which it
entered the right side and passed out
the left breast. He dropped dead in-
stantly and was thrown overboard.
One of the lookout, being in the mizzen-
top, saw distinctly the manner in
which he was disposed of.

Soon after we came on deck from the
cabin, I was told by Perkins that the
second officer had been killed over-
board. Finding that the command had
devolved on me, I gave directions to
keep the ship before the wind, one of
my party going to the forecastle to
give the joyful news that the ship
again was ours. I would here observe
that the condition of those in the fore-
castle had been a very hopeless one.
By those who left the deck it had been
reported that I was killed while in con-
flict with the two natives on the quar-
ter-deck, and they also knew the fate
of the master and the other officers.
On the deck in the forecastle, there lay,
weltering in their blood, four wounded
men who were completely helpless,
and they had no knowledge whatever
of any means being used to liberate
them from their prison, which was
well guarded. Owing to the constant
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yelling of the savages, the report of the
firearms could not be heard by them.
When they came up and saw me stand-
ing on the quarter-deck, they ran aft
and in the height of joy exclaimed, * My
God! Mr. Jones, we are glad that you
are left us!” and many expressions of
praise to me, which it was impossible
for them in the fullness of their joy to
suppress. I mention this incident to
show by what sudden impulses the
mind of the sailor is often turned, as I
was well aware that one or two of
those very men who were the most lav-
ish in bestowing praises on me and
showing gratitude to their Creatar for
my preservation, would but a very
short time before this have swung me
at the yard-arm with pleasure. And
these different feelings all sprang from
the same cause, which was my endeav-
oring to do my duty. Perhaps I do the
sailors, who often possess noble hearts,
a grave injustice, to couple such char-
acters with them. The well-bred sea-
man will always show the highest
regard for the officer who in the dis-
charge of his duty is guided by justice
regardless of consequences. ;
When the ship’s company had all
collected, I ascertained that six had
been killed or lost. Only two of these
were on board, however, the captain

* and first officer. The other four had

gone overboard. One of these, the
second officer, was soon killed; another,
being no swimmer, was immediately
drowned; and the other two were last
seen by the lookout at a distance of
about sixty rods, still swimming; but
there is no doubt that they were soon
destroyed.

The first object that now claimed
our attention was the care of the
wounded. We brought them all into
the cabin, and as there was no surgeon
on board, I was compelled by necessity
to perform that duty personally. Upon
a close examination of their wounds I

came to the conch;sion, that out of
seven wounded we should probably

‘have to bury four in the course of a few

days. I had never witnessed anything
so shocking to my feelings, and their
cases appeared to me as if beyond the
reach of any skill which I could bring
to their aid. Among them wasa young
man who had received the smallest cut
of them all but the most immediately
dangerous. A branch of the Jugular
vein had been severed and we were
obliged to try many different methods
before we succeeded in stopping the
flow of blood; and when we had eff ected
this, it was difficult to ascertain wheth-
er he was dead or alive. The wounds of
the others were longer, varying {rom
three inches to a foot in length and in
most cases requiring the use of the
needle, which operation I had to per-
form alone a part of the time, owing to
my assistants being unaccustomed to
such scenes. It was impossible for
them to remain with me more than a
few minutes before it was necessary
for them to seek fresh air.

Toward morning, I had completed
my task and consoled myself with the
idea that we had done the best in our
power for their welfare, except in the
case of Lewis, whom I have before
noted. I was fully satisfied that it was
requisite that he should undergo the
process of amputation immediately,
and endeavored to convince him of the
fact; but he preferred trusting to the
chance of reaching port, where the
services of a skillful surgeon could be
obtained. '

At the close of day we all assembled
to perform the last and not least pain-
ful duty, that of committing to the

‘deep blue sea the remains of our cap-

tain and first officer. It was both sol-
emn and impressive. I know of no
event calculated to impress one with
the uncertainty of life more than such
an occasion under such circumstances.
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If one were there who did not sincerely
thank his Creator for the preservation
of his own life, he deserves not the
name of man.

While the day lasted we had been
steering a westerly course, although, it
being near calm, we had as yet made
only five or six miles from the land;
and as soon as the shades of evening
closed upon us we changed the course
to the north, to elude them in case they
should attempt to attack us in the
night, for which event we were well
prepared. All continued calm until
two A.M., when a fine breeze sprang
from the eastward, and before sunrise
.we had left the island far behind us.

The next day was the sixth of Octo-
ber. The breeze continued fresh and
every preparation was made to pro-
ceed to the Sandwich Islands with all
the speed possible. I had appointed
two of the boat-steerers to act as offi-
cers and we sailed along finely until
late at night, when the cry of ‘Land,’
was heard. I ran on deck and found it
was very near us, and we put about and
lay by until morning, when we saw a
number of islands called the Elmore
Group. This group consists of about
twenty islands, varying from one half
to a mile in length, thrown upon a coral
bank which extends from north to
south a distance of twenty miles. The
space between them is very shallow
water, with a fine clear bottom. As we
ran past them under their lee, with a
good breeze, smooth water, and all
sails set, we saw many canoes put off
for us, a half dozen or more from each
island. They all fell short of us except
one, which came quite near us; and as
we could not converse with them I
made signs for them to return to the
shore; upon which they appeared much
displeased and endeavored, by hold-
ing out some articles which they had
brought with them for trade, to gain a
passport on board. As they could pull
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their canoes much faster than we were
sailing, they made repeated attempts to
gain the side, but were as often warn-
ed off. They finally became very angry,
showed us some frightful grimaces, and
gave up the pursuit. My men, who
were standing around me with loaded
arms, were very impatient, and would
have cheerfully disfigured their coun-
tenances when they were grinning
at us so horribly, had I given my con-
sent; but I did not wish to injure them
without cause, well knowing that they
would seek revenge at the first oppor-
tunity that presented itself.

The tack upon which we were now
sailing was somewhat dangerous, and
under ordinary circumstances it would
have been imprudent to run during the
night. But, as the weather was exces-
sively warm, it was necessary for the
preservation of the lives of those who
were wounded to change the tempera-
ture of the air as soon as possible by
running to the northward; and, de-
pending upon a sharp lookout, we pro-
ceeded on our course. The next night
we saw land again and lay by until day-
light, when a large cluster of little is-
lands appeared before us, somewhat
similar to the Elmore Group, except
that there were more of them and they
were much smaller, some of them being
only a few hundred yards in length.
The navigator must have been deeply
impressed with their similarity to a
swarm of those little insects, when he
so appropriately named them the
Mosquito Group. This group is all lo-
cated on one coral bank which stretches
far to the northward of the islands and
on which the sea breaks constantly.
While we were passing these islands
many canoes put off for us, but as we
were sailing with a good following
breeze they were unable to reach us.
The next day after leaving the Mos-
quito Group we passed in sight of a
long chain of islands extending from
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north to south a good distance. As we
had no occasion to go very near them
we did not ascertain their limits. They
were called the Rodick Chain.

We had now fallen in with land so
often when we wished to avoid it, that
the confidence which the ship’s com-
pany had placed in me as a navigator
became very much diminished. But I
did not wish to establish myself in their
opinion in that respect, knowing that
our safety during the night depended
very much on a good lookout, the
charts of this part of the Pacific being
of little or no use to the navigator.
Perhaps one reason for their doubting
my qualifications as a navigator was
my want of experience, as I had per-
formed only one sea voyage prior to
this, and that as a seaman before the
mast. Also, at this time I was but
twenty-one years of age.

One night, while passing not far from
a groupof islands called the Piscadores,
I had remained on deck very late.
Thinking we were about clear of all
‘danger, I went below to seek repose,
leaving orders with the officer of the
watch to call me at a stated hour. I
had only time to get in a comfortable
doze when he hurriedly called me and
said that land was close aboard. I ran
on deck and found the ship’s company,
who had received the alarm and many
of whom had forgotten their toilets,
all on deck forward. I coolly asked
where the land lay, when a dozen men
at once said, ‘There it is,’ pointing
about two points off the weather-bow.
I said I could see nothing that ap-
peared like land. They thought it very
singular when they could see it so dis-
tinctly. -Some of them could see the
breakers heave up on the sand beach,
and others, whose imagination was
still more expansive, could distinctly
discern lights. The ship continued on
her course, and had any land been
visible we should have lessened the dis-
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tance more than half. Finally they
were forced to acknowledge that their
eyes had deceived them, and I for the
first time noticed this as one of the
many instances which show how far the
imagination will extend when aided
by fear. :

After leaving these chains of islands,
we continued on our northerly course,
free from danger, to the latitude of
82 N. and longitude 165 E., and al-
though we had been many days on our
passage, we were yet over two thou-
sand miles from our port of destina-
tion. The wounded men were doing
well, except Lewis, who continued to
decline until mortification set in, and
that soon carried him off. He died in
forty days from the time that he was
wounded.

The next day after he was buried, I
discovered that mortification had be-
gun on the person of a young man
named Wood, which was a causé of
much anxiety to me, as I could think
of no means within our reach to pre-
vent its extension. It was seated di-
rectly by the side of the spine, below
the shoulders. After spending much
time in consulting different authors,
who all recommended amputation as
the only sure preventative, and think-
ing that the process of amputation
when applied to the spine would not
produce very favorable results, I came
to the conclusion that burning would
be the only available means. As he was
not aware of his dangerous condition,
I waited until he had dropped asleep;
then, securing him firmly to his bed
and waking him, I applied a red-hot
iron to the part affected. Although the
operation was a short one, it was ex-
tremely painful; but it had the desired
effect and he finally recovered.

On the twenty-fifth of November,
after a passage of fifty days, we arrived
at the port of Oahu.!

1 Old name of Honolulu.




