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lly flrst thought of enterlng

the Arny came on June 5th 1917,

when I wlth all other nen between

the ages of 2l and , l  had. to appear

before the regrletratlon board.

I reglst ered. at about seven ln the

nornlng and forgot al l  about l t

unt1l the rnldd le of August, when

I was callert t,o Barnstable f or a

Fhysleal exarnlnatlon, whlch I

passed.. MI next thought was

brought to r€, ln the shape of a

srnal l  card, ad.vlslng me to get

read.y to leave for canp, and. on

$ept .  lSth I  recelved a card.  to

report to Hyannls for duty.

The boys frora Falnouth and sllr-

roundln6 vlllages reported. at the

town hall on the afternoon of SePt.

1 9tfr. Be were glven several short

talks by men ln the town, marched

/

?

around. the town and- then after all

fareweils were flnlsheil we were

takbn to HYarrrrls bY aut'o' Here we

attenrLed a patrlotlc gatherln8 ln

the l,itasonlc HaIl , wh'ere we llstened

to more speeches.  I  d ld not  laeow

that we had. s o many f rlen'd s ln tlre

world. anrL from the talks we heard',

one would thlnk that we were al l

, * ^ . 1  r : r ' l  c !  I l r r ' . ' ' f  t .  : } 1 r ' r :  r l : Y &  : 1  O ] a n ' L - f '
, : . i , \ r ' ; L  * L ,

we $tere load.ed. on a speclal traln

and by 8:3O we were on our waY to

Deveng , IYe traveled bY way of

Bogton and Franlnghan, and' arrlsed'

at  Ayer at  about  1:  15 P.  M. Af ter

th e trl lce i o the c anp we were shl f t el

from trlace t o Plaee and were nad'e

to wal t  unt lL about  f lve ote lock

bef cre our turn carne. The caap was

one hugXr mass of confuslon, &s there

were about t 5, OOC nen arrlvlng that
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F e,lne 4 ay , IVhen our turn f ln a1 1y

cane we ran the gauntlet of a

d.ozen or so doctors, who gave us

a very hurrled. examlnatlon. T[e

urere t,hen marched. to HeadQuarters,

fron where we were asslgned to the

d l f  f  erent companles. I  d"rew G

company of the ]O2nd Infantry. Thls

outflt uas mede uP almost enll]telY

cf boys f rom the 0ape, ?lyinouth anti

the IsLand.s. Our next, stunt r was

to l lne uF and d.raw mess gear, a

bed. t lck and two bLankets. Then

cane the mess l lne. f  was al l  readY

f or thls and beLleve B€, hadl. nY

appei; i te i ' i .ght wl i i i  i l18 r L' iag l"L1

set untll I trled to earry the 6rub

back to the table, and then nY lack

of experlence wlth the army tools of

the eatln6 trader-;bhowed. uPr and wlth-

l

4

out  wernlng-- t tker f looe3"r  went  my

hagh, followedl ln turn bY the slun

and coffee and I had to 8o back and
' t

t l
try^all over agaln . But I wasn t t

alone and. thanks to the ness sergeant

he had antlclpated Just thls sort of

thlng and had eooked enough 6rub for

a Reglment. After ehow we llned'

up and tooL our bed tlcks to the

straw pl le and fI l led them fuII of

nlce soft stralr. And what a nlght

we spent. The bunks were far too

small f or most of ue, the strarv was

always bunchlng uF ln the wrong

place, the blankets were not heavY

enough, and, Leoi'ir '6 i t all l i i aii we

spent a Pretty mlserable nlght.

Our fltst week was spent ln ro11

ealls, examtnatlonn at the lnf lrmaryt

lnnoculatl ons and smalL d.etalls .

It was hard to get used. to gettlng uP
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and golng to beil early. Just the

opposlte of outr hablts ln clvll

l l fe. Then came the duty of sal-

utlng offlcere, and. who of us knew

an offlcer from a prlvate. perry

and, $chneld,er spent an hour each

day salut lng al l  off lcere, because

they told. a second loule that they

dldn I t know

o f f l c e r g .

Our second, week was the sarne, only

d,l f ferent. We had physlcal dr1l l ,

p rac t lce  h lkesr  po l l ce  de ta i l s (  con-

slst lng of e few men) sent out to

Flek uF alr the clgatette butts and.

mat-eh of 1 :1::  ,  l :" : ; ; . : ,1 the l ; :rrac ks "

The gang was ln hot, wat,er from

the start,  but after the drl l lLng

flnril ly soaked. ln, we settled. d,own

to elght hours of good strenuous

work and. drll l each d.ay.

6

The conpany Jokers were always

on the Job, and ocoaslonally, the

outcone would be a free for al l .

I remember one nlght, durlng one

of these affalrs, one of the boys

Bot a d.lsh of nashed squash and

started. throwlng lt around.. One

load. struck ny overeoat, whlch I

ed. ln and I had. to borrow one t,o

wear horne the next d ay .

t l le had. al l  the good..fobs that

were passed. around., Roon Jherly,

whlch gave a fellow a chance to sleeP

and, kltchen pollce, whlch meant extra

eats '  i i ier i  Lr lere were l i re coaL p1le,

the straw plle end the qM warehouse.

These cletalls were what mad.e the fel-

lows, learn so qulckly, how to get

out of worklng when they wanted to,
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Evenlngs were usuallY sPentt

wlth slnr1l praotlces ' Suard cluty '

anil when there was nothlng olge to

do, by wrltlng letters , attenillng

shows at the Y. l 'd. C . A. Then

there were always itances and' F&r-

tl es at, Fltchburg, Lreonlnster,

Cl lntorr Worcester and Lowell .

t,he t reneh sYst,en. Ws worked at

t,hls ttrree d.aYs a week, rnostlY ln

ze?o weather, and. lt was some cold

worlc. !tranY a lad d'eveloped a

cold whlch turned' lnto Pneulnonla,

fron thls I1fe.

i i ac t  a  Br i6a r1c  ! , i r jPco i l ; : '  l n

ShlrleY, belng revlesed bY Gen'

Hod.ges. Thls was the f lrst real

lnspectlon we had had' and as $e

mad.e a good. appearence, we were

glven a lltt1e cut, ln our work '

l \

I r .  /

B

Early 1n December, slxty of the

boys were transfered, to Canp Gor-

d.on . Autong them were Hand,y, Lovel

and. Martln, from Falnouth.

ilVae hone two days bef ore Thankg,

glvlng and had t,o return. and spend

the holld,ay ln Camp. The day afte

the hollday, the boys from the CaF€ r

were taken to f lyannls by speelal

traln, wlth the reglnnentaL tra.nd. .

We were late ln arrlvltrg, hrt march-

e'il to M111 H111 wlth the band., were

61ven a feed and then daneed untll

about three o t clock. Il le were put

up at prlvate houses that nlght, and,

the next nornln g 1ef t f or hone .

iYhen I arrlved. at Carnp three d.ays

later, we had to dol l  up for a

Dlvlslonal Inspectlon by Sec. of

War Baker.

December Bth, found us ln euar-
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antlne for measles, and. then the

d,evlltry beg,an, Ile were not aII-

owed, out of the barracke, except

for exerclse and, d.rll l . There

was always somethlng golng on 1n

the barracks, ln the, l lne of home

marLe entertalnment. SeveraL of

the boys , lnc1ud.1ng Robblns , Mc -

Quarantlne and. attend.ed. dances and.

partles ln Fltchburg and Leonlnster,

tllfien we arylved. ln the wee snall

hours of the morrrlng, we were ue-

ual1y glven a flne receptlon. There

would. be a pllLow flLled. wlth sno$,

i c i u ieu &,rr.d. boalcis iri i"irv iiecl , at

else ttrey would flx the brrnk, 8o that

when you tur:red ln, lt would oollapse

turnlng you out on the floor. itry

bed. was at the head. of the stalrs,

and. one nlght, &s lt went d,own, lt

l o

sLld dlown stalrs wlth me ln 1t.

T$e were luckY enougb to get out,

f or over Cfrrlstnas, whlch I spent

at hone, inrt we were Put baek agaln

when we arrlved., whlch happened. to

be ny blrthd.&J[.

On Feb. 2nd. , I mad'e IBY last trlP

hone, &s I was transfered' to CanP

Greene,  N.  C.  the next  day.  lhen

I  knew I  wou1d.  see ac t lon ,  8$  the

5th was a regular armY out,f lt , and'

ready to salI as soon as theY had'

fl l led thelr fuIl corsplet,rnent of

75 ,OOc nerl.

the trlP to the gouth took thnee

A c r r c .  W e  l e f t  C a n n  D e v e n s  1 n  z e r o

weather, ln fact the thernometer'

read.lng wae 26 below. We amlved

ln Canp Greene wlth the ner"lcury, up

to 7'l . trTe went by wat of Greenfleld'

and. North Ad.ams. Changed f or PulL-
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inans at Troy , II . Y. and. at abcut

nlne that nlght, started d,own'the

Hud.sor. fhe next rnor:rlng we were

ln Weehawhen and Jersey Clty. Fron

here we struck Phlladelphla and

Washlngton. Our second norrrlng

found. us at Manasgag, Va. one of

the Clvll War battlef leld s . At,

Danvllle , Va . was reached that, nlght

and Charlotte, N. C. earlY the next

nortnlng,.

One gootl. thlng about troop tralns

was that, a, fellow d.ld not have t,o

l lne uF for chow. I t  was served.

at y our seat . Anct tr.|en t,n e por'l, er-s

were a,|ivays on d.eck to .aake uF your

bunlt, lf you had. any change to spare'

and those black bablee, mad.e a good

haul on each trlP. One funn!

lncld,ent, oB the trlp down was when

1 2

Cook Hlgglns, got drunk and, bolLed.

hls tegglngs ln the coffee. Luck-

lly lt was found out the day after

no the boys clld. not f ee1 s o bad

about  t t .

I never knuw that people could.

be so unc1vlL1zed as they nere tn

the nnount a ln t o{" , e e pe e 1al ly thr ough

Vlrglnla and, North Carol ln& r The

roarL was l lnerl  wlth s one of the

neanest, looklng huts, one can lu-

aglne, and these i f  one room and

supposed to hold a famlly of elght

or t,en.

I met, wlth a sad. d lsappolntrnent,

on arrlvlng nt 1e::, j I :: l:: c . Tlie

boys lmrned.lately named. lt Canp Mud.,

and, rnud. lt was . The camp was on

a slte of rei l  clay, and wlth very

l l t t le d,ralnage , s o that when l t

ralned,, l t  was nud to a fel lows knees

l )
i
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Everythlng seened fllthy, compared.

slth Ca,np Devens. Ille went from

elean barracks to sQuad tents, steam

heat to Slb ley tent  s toves,  whlch

were lust a l l t t le better than

nothlng, and, from sprlng bunke , tc

army go ts .  I  was  ass lgned to  Co.

I,  6 t  st,  Inf antry .

and Emers on llarrd.y at Greene . Als o

saw B1l1 llood., who was kllled shortly

afterward.s at Chateau Thlerry. I

saw hln the day before he left fon

overssas, eo was probabLy the lagt

of the Falmouth boys he Baw on thls

s l d e .

I[e userl. to go th Charlotte oc -

cas1onaLly, to attend, shows , d.ances

and. ehurch. I b iflas a 6ood. enoygh

clty, but d. ld. not glve us the good

t,lrnes r w€ had. en J oyed. at Deveng "

t 4

We mad.e twelve nlle hlke wlth

full egulproent, to the rlfle range

where we stayed, for three rilays. My

averag,e wa$ only falr, Bs I was not

nuch of  a shot .

tlle rnoved. lnto a new reglnental

area , and. three .days later, starteC.

packlng for overse&s r We dnew new

clothltrg, a compl-ete equlpment and.

cr.r npr1l ?th " 
lcr:lte carnD " f cr an

ernbarkat I cn pobt , whl ch l)roved. t o

be Carnp l , , !err l t t ,  N,  J .

We were agaln loaded lnto t roop

tralns , arild. st,arted , pas s 1n6 through

Danvllle , Va . Waghlngton, PhlladleLphla

and Jerge'/  Clty. The Red. Cross rnot

us at several Flaces and furnlshed.

us wlth enouglr chscolate and. weed,s to

last us untll we arylved on the other

s ld.e .

Carop Merrltt was on the ord.er of
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the Natlcnal Arny Can;os, wlth wocd

barraclcs and. stean heat, whlch was

welconed., &s the t,ernperature was cold

and sone chan6e frcn the south"

Ilere we had. one steady rcund of

lnspect lons.  I  was broke when I

land€d,  so teLegraphed. ,  IJncle W1Ll

at Phllly to send. ne enough money

t o get houe orl r It calne the next

,1ay,  a l i ' i  Jus i  about ,  a : i  i tout '  r - * f f  e t '

the ord.er lrad cone through that all

passes  were  s tOpped.  I  t r led  severa l

tl,roes to get away, but' each tline was

caught by the lf,. Ps anil sent back

tc  Camp.

On Apr l l  16t f r  we lef t  the Cr- : : ' - - "

traln f  or l loboken. We traveled wlth

al l  the curtalns d.own r 8o that r lo-

cne eoufiL see that sold. lers were belng

transported, and then they double

tlned us throug,h the East end of

t 6

Hoboken, where the largest number of

Gernan sympathlzers ln the worlcl were

Loeated.  Thls g,oes to show the sense

ln s cne of the Arn$ crd.erg .

I le were asslgned, to H. ! t ,  ,3,

Cz*rLt,za, whlch bef ore belng talcen

lntc the Engl lsh serv lce was a,

cat t le  boat ,  between Austra l la  and.

France, and I thlnk that ouf outf l t

lrras the f lrst load cf hunnans lt had

ever carrled.. The shlp was only a

snal l  af fa l r ,  of  about  1 4,  cOc tons

d.ls placement . There lr-r.e the thlrd.

battal lon cf the 6l st and. a rnedlsal

anr1 vetlnary outf lt f rcrn Canp Devens,

number lng about  l r5CO men, and we

were packed. ln, about tlre sane as

sard , lneg.

![e salIed, on the mornlng of the

l7tfr,  wlt ,h everyone below, untl l  we

were out of New York harbor. ]l[e
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wlre aceonpanled. by a convoy of

eleven other transports anrl. the

Crulaer  Sal€r l .

The f lrst two days out were

flne and. ate slx regular meals.

The thlrct day was rough and con-

seQuently the ness hal l  was not

cro,vd.ed. ,  I  wasnt t  s lck but  l t  wqi

better to mlss a, meal than to take

a ehanee. Altogether, I  rnlssed.

about f lve ineal s durlng the twelve

d.ays .  I t  was a t l resone t r lp ,  wl th

absolute ly  noth lng to d.o.  I f  l t

had,n I t been f or a collectlcn of books

on boarC. , I thlnk s one of ttre boys

wouldt have gone nutty. On the

slxth day out the convoy spl l t ,  slx

shlps go1n6 to the notrth, whlle we

.olowed along the same course. On

the 26t"ln of Aprll, twelve destroyers

J olned. us and. trre Crulser turned. back.

1 E

I[e recelved. ord.ers at tlrls tfune

to wear llfe belts, and. g,o to bed, wl

all clothes oor and, durlng the day

we were ord.ered. to stay on deck al l

clay. As luck would have 1t, l re we

orrt aLl day on the26t1n ln the raln"

We struck the subnarlne zone on the

27tln and. on Sunilay morralng at 12: 15

the sub. 'rtvarn.lng s ound ed., and we we

orclered to stand by the llfe boats .

I slept so sound. that I was late ln

gettlng to ny Place, and ProbablY

would have s1ept, through 1t lf Hanse

hadnrt hauled. ne out of mY bunk.

The d.estroyers d.roppecl flve clepth

bombs alongslde our shlp anil several

r l f le  shots were f l red.  Hal f  of  the

fel lows were scared. st l f f '  and. the

other half  were so st l f f  wlth the

ccld they they couldntt get esared.

Sone funny thlngs happened. Just at
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thls t1me. Lleutenant Vlnson eane

on d.eck wlth two l1fe preservers.

Lleut. Smlth, d.lcLntcare about hlmself,

all he wanted., uras to be sure that

someone saved. hls blanket ro11, whlch

he sald. contalned. hls clothes, valued.

at  about  $8OO.OO. One of  the boys,

so scared., h€ could hardly $alk,

sald,  that  he d ldn| t  see why they j

should plck out such a nasty nlght

to s lnk a shlp. The ercare was s oon

over, but 1t gave us somethlng to

talk about for the remalnrLer of the

trlp. The next nornlng lt was

reported. that the Englsh Captaln ln

c;.1'i iancl, htrii. ailoued. hls shlp to

get about f tve nl les off the course,

anyhow, we were all that nnornlng

catchlng uF wlth the reet of the

c onvoy ,

We slghted land. at 7275 A. M, and.

20

lt was one g,rand feellng to lmow that,

we had, reached. the other dlde wlthout

s1nk1n6 or sonethlng else.

We pulleil lnto Brest harbor at

about  n lne otc lock.  Af ter  we had.

e chance to lock arouncl and" aitmlre

the $ c enery , we s tart etl. unl oad lng .

A few of us slept on boarcl that nlght

and after the shlp was cleared, we

Ief t  fcr  canp.

We llned. uF on the dock and hlked

through the back sectlcn of Brest,

whlch dld not leave a very gccd ln-

presslon of the place, &s we hlked

through the sluns of tlre clty.

fn Brest , r;;e t everyone wore the

style of clothlng faral l lar to Brl t-

any. Blaek sult  wlth wood.en ghoes

and. lnmense black hats. The women

wore snall whlte caps wlth large

ruff les over the ears, and. of course,
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wooden shoes. The rvagons on the

street,wero alL olumsy affalrs, wlth

two hugh wood.en wheels. In one

Plaee the women were congregated

und.er one of the houses clolng the

f arnl ly rashlng, or let 
t  s say the

vl l lage washlng, for l t  seemed" as

though the whole tcwn were there.

After s three nlle hlke, most all

of lt u^0 h111, we reached. an olct

French arny camp, whlch I later found

had. been uged as an off lcers tralnlng

canp by Napoleon. The banacks r soae

twelve ln nunber were large stone

affalrs. - Thls Yras where we were

flrst lntroduced. to the ccoi le r as

the place was al1ve wlth them.

Here we had. a chanee to change our

Amerlean money tor French, and talk

about gettlng sonethlng for nothlng.

All you hacl to d.o was to Produce a
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couple of ten d.ol lar bl l ls and. they

wcuLd glve you a whole hat full of

Freneh money, ancl talk about your

fun, 1rr trylng to make out what lt

was wo$th.

tffe stayed. at Pontanezan Barracks

for three days and after a short

but need.ed. rest, w€ started. f or the

tralnlng areao

THE TRAINING AREA

On May lst r ne hl}<ed' to Bregt , and'

found that the road-s tt"lt"o h111 nost

of the wBJ[r as was the case when we

hlked. to the canp. TheY loaded' us

o n s o n e o f t h c s e F r e n c h c o n t r a p t l o n g '

known as box cars. they would easlly

flt ln one end of a goo,l old. Ainerlcan

sl i l .e dcor Pul lnan. They were al l

rnarked. tt 4c honroes or I chevaux" and'

they went a l0ttle over the llmlt ln



2,

the car I was ln. There were fortY

three of us and foun or flve boxes

of ratlons. For three d.ays we hacL

ggne tlne' It lras lnPosslble to

l1e down and. next to lmpogslble to

slt rPr so we dld the next best thlrg

and. hung out of the d.oon and took a

few mlnutes sleeP whenever we got

the chance. Passed, ttrrcugh Rerures t

taval and Orleans. The cotx.rt't'y was

very attractlve. Everythln6 seemed'

welL taken care of and every foot of

ground. seemed. t,o be Flanted' '

Saw posslbly flve hrrnd.rred' German

prlsoners at orleang r lte taLkeit wlth

then for a few mlnul,es and found'

t h a t t h e y w e g i a d t h e y h a d b e e n t a k c l

prlsoners, rather than to have con-

tlnued. on tbe llneg.

lte arrlved at Bar-gur-Aube on

May 4th and' after a snori rest we

2+

started on a slxteen tllorneter

hlke, wlth fuIl eeulpnent,, arrlvlng

at Le Pult et abcut I  C :3C P . l{ .

I[e were bllIeted and. d.eposltecl our

equlpment,, had some ehow and turned.

ln at about mld.nlglrt. My blllet

happendct to be a hay loft, whleh

was enpty of hay, but we used. the

soft sld.e of the floor for a nattres

and got along wond.erfully. The next

day we d.rew our allowance of hay,

and found lt easler to sleep. lYe

regted. hene for three days and then

cornnensed, our tralnhg.

' Everlthlng was very lntereetlng

from the start. Ile were ln a Yery

nrral dlstrtct, where thlngs were

all of t OO years behlnd, the tlmes.

At flrst we were able to buy eBBs r

nl lk, eheese and wlnes for mod,erate

prlcesr but as soon as they for.rrd.
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that the boys 1{ere re1l s' . l3l11et

wlth noney, the prloes started

golng upr and, went to the llmlt"

On May | 5tn' I went to BllenY

for work rlth the d,rum and. flfe

corps. Our Colonel had, a muslcal

bug, and had. an ldea that he could

organlze a good drun corps. He

was wrong, for we onl,y used. our

tkne for a good. vacatlon. Thlg

soft snap lasted. f or ten d,ays. l[e

only practlced. for an hour each

ctay and. spent the rest of the tlme

taklng Llfe easJf o Returned. to the

conPany 1n tlne to d.raw gas masks,

and, tben the fun began 1n eartregt,.

I[e would. d,r111 for f, solld. two

hours wlth the rnaskE on and. nearly

choke. Perhaps we dldnt curse the

guy who lnvented, then. But lt was

for our own good. as I was doon to
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know. Recelved. xny f lrst ovsr-

seas pay ln Le hrlt and had, another

elrcus, tryln6 to nake lt mean

anythlng to ut€ r

Decoratlon Day was out flrst

hol ld.ay and belng so soon after

pay day, we made 1t a ilay of celebral',

t lon and. not a few of the boys Fro-

eeeded to tank uF. We went over to

Vendrevre, a nearbv e1t-y f  or the

day and. evenlng, and. before mornlng

we had. to form a pollce outflt, and.

brlng about half of the outflt back.

0n Jrrne 
lua, 

the flrst Phase of

our tralnlng over r w€ puIle,t out of

te Pult and hlked, all afternoon and

evenlng to St Brenne, {tomo thlrtY

klloneters. l le were to load. ln

box sars, early the next nornlng,

so lay d.ovln ln the street for a rest'

ITlren I woke upr tr'atty Kerr and. nyself
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Fac lcs on r i::.;FerhaFg we wern r t lame :

from sleeplng ln so cramped. a pos-

1t10rr IIe remalned. ln town all

that afternoon and. load.ed ln t,he eve.

n lng. I was lucky enough to

d.raw a flat car whlch was carnylng

ratlons and. as there were only

flfteen of rs, we had. nlenty of

roomr elo opened. our packs and had.

a real rest r We c llrnbed all nlght

and. by mornlng harl reaehed. a falrly

hlgh atrtltude ln the Vosges nountalm

On arnlval at Gerardmer, one of

Frenee.t s nost famous pleasure resonta
-  *  

' '
h v urij. uad eo and, hl ked a s hort d. I s _

l - - - - -  L  rEaRee to Xonrupt. I was bllleted

ln a farm house and, d.rew a real

bed. ln trlace of the usual plle of

hayr Durlng the next weekr we dldl

seuad. d.rl1I, sklrnlshlng, grenad,e

e8

t,hrowlng etc . It $.ri s

strenuoug work.

We left Xonrupt on June I 2th and

dld an all nlght hlke t,o Le Vlc,

where we stayed. the next day. On

June l Sth we amlve'it at Le Orolx

aux lJllnes, an old. nountaln town,

whlch hact stood up ln splte of the

f our years of bombarrl.ments. There

were st l I l  soae c lv l l lans l lv lng

there .

TRENCH WARFARE

On the l4th of Juner w€ started.

on a hlke to the trench€o o We

started, on the march about seven

u i clocir ln the evenlng wlth fu1l

eQulpmentr uF a rnountaLn trallr orr

a hl l l  whlch was the steepest, I

ever hope to see ' We d.od.ged. shell

holes r cl lnbed over fal len trees,

and up and. ,cLown steep lncl lnes, I t

f, 
.l ..! 

!-. ,- ^. t. \ - _
, : r ' ] , - ! i . ! n w r : J
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was so d,ark that we could harrd.ly

see and had to navlgate nostly by

sound.. We arrlved, at the head-

Quabters of the Ira Cud.e sector, where

we relleved, the ttFrogstt. We were

the f lrst Amerlcans to go tn thls

sectorr  I t  was a sor t  of  t r la l

front f or the Breen t,roops. I was

detal led. to walt for the rol l lng

kltchen and. get lt set uF and ready

for buslnegs. The kltehen was d.e-

layed.r Bo went to sleeP ln the road.

1n f ront of the headeuarters. illle

were awakened. at flve ofclock and

started, to get the mess wagon 
'i

read.y f or an early breakfast ' I

dld K. P. cluty the next ctay anil

then found. a Flace to hmk, I[e

had a few llrght bonbandments(ttrey

seened heavy those d,ays ) ana one

gas at taok '

,o

The next day I went ouf. on a

worklng Farty, that le, we went

out at nlght ' A cletall from our

conpany rebullt, before mornlng,

over a nl le of trench system

whlch had been torre d.own by enemy

f l re '

The second, nlght I went out on

a wlre nend.lng party. My f lrst

t lme t 'over the Top", only there

was nothlng to lt, but, a lltt le

sork, sone crawllng around, ln the

ratdt and. a. few stray machlne Bun

bulletg r

Otrr flrst casualty' was when i

Corporal Pace was ln.Jured., when the

d.ugout at eC5 caved, ln fronn a large

she l1 .

Here

_*n:"
trench

I was put on as a eompany

and hail to learn the entlre

systen ln ou! sector. I t
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but at nlgbt, was pretty tlck1lsh

work fon a whlle, when one wrong

turn nlght take a fell.ow nlles out

of hls way, and. probably lnto the

eneny I lneg.

0n the 27tn we were relleved by

the lst Battallon. Ile hlkect back to

Le Crolx aux Mlnes. I spralned.

ny ankle on the trlp d.own the rlourr-

taln and. had to be helpect to the ton

The next, day we traveled to St, Leorr

ard. I rod.e on the baggage w&gono

IIe stayed. here a day and, a haLf .

Thls town was another snall oolln-

tain town ancl a. very aLtraetlve

- - n  ,  ,  _

P. l4g€ I

The uonpany pulled out aglln on

the ggth, vla Hob Nall Express, but

agaln I traveled Baggage alads.

The eompany clrlL1ed [ere for three

,2

d.ays antl i.ry ihe tiine we nuvud r jsJ

anKle was ln flrgt class shape.

Thls town was a small monntaln

town called. T.a Forge.

lle left on July )rd., novlng to

Areheg on notor trucks, arrlvlng on

the mornlng of July 4th. Shortly

after we arrlved., we heard several

shots flreit, ob rather what sound.-

ed llke a volley. fhe next morn-

lng we found. that the French had,

shot t,hree spys. We were bllletecl

here ln French barracks, whlch were

much better than the nco0tled, bunks tt

at the fnont and, the barns alonE the

Ilne of march. Arches was the

flrst town of any slze I had, been

ln so far. I saw $t,eve Robblns hene

for the flrgt, tlne slnce leavlng

Camp Greene. I[e drllled here

untll July l2th, when we move,il. on
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trucks to trtroyenmoutler, a, Frqnch

olty, two nlleg fron the front

llne. On the short hlke from

the tnrcks to the m111 where we

were to stay for the n1ght, I agaln

turned my ankLe. I had. lt ban-

dagect and hlked. to the trenches

the next day. Mogenmoutter was

ln the hand,s of the French and.

Senones, Just opposlte amf, about

a rnlle apart, yras held. by the Ger-

nand. Nelther clty had ever been

bombarded., as the eneny, ln each

case, troped. to oyvn the alty after

a tlne and, the nllls ln each clty . l

were too valuable to lose.

fre hikeA lnto the trench€e r and

I cornpany took over ttlanbaheytt. I

was sent to ttla Chappelletr as 
1y*_:*

_:"* 
between the pZnd, conpany A7gtln

reglment French and, I comp&nJ[ o

t4

Th e French t:.c,it,ei ne f ln,c , f,.u::i i:,6

the four d,aye I ras wtth then, Had.

good. food and Flenty of lt. Soo€-

thlng we hadnrt been gettlng our-

selves. There was only one French-

aan tn t,he outflt who could speak

Engllsh' He was a Lleutenant ln

the Med.lcal Corps, and. gave me a

nunber of polnters, whlch helped.

me when we were on an actlve front.

0n the flfth day ln, the French

f,ere rel.teved. by E. company of the

61gt. Infantry. One nlght I  was

glven a message by Capt, Schnld.t,

to d.el lver to t t .  Leurs at Co. I  ,

I started. wlth lt and. as I &pF-

roached, the flrst outpost, I caught

the dlm outl lne ln the noonllght,

of a sentry, wlth hls r1f le leveled

on rre. I d,ropped to the bottom of

the trench and. yelled at hln. He
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lowered. hls rt f,le and. I ad.vanced..

0n q,uestlonlng hln, I founcl. that

he had recelved, ord,ers fron Schrnldt,

to shoot wlthout war.nlng, anyone

who came through the trencheg

after nlne at nlght, and. dald that

he was about to carry out the oF-

ders when I spokeo I gave hln a

tlttle of ny nlnd dlrone advlee, and

then lnetead. of dellverlng the

nes sage , I started. bac k f or Schmld,t .

I entered, hls d.u6out, Bave hln the

nessage and told hfuo that lt could

walt untlL,mor.nlng. Tthen he found

that I refused. to Cellver lt that

uig}tr, he Lnreateneci to 6,1ve me a

eourt narshall. I l lgtened. to

what he had t,o say and then walked.

out. The next mornlng I dellvered

the message and flled. a conplalnt

agalnst Schnld.t wlth Leurs. teurg

t6

told. ne later that Sturgts, another

rucner wlth I co. trad. been flred or,

the same nlght by one of Sernldt I s

sentrl€e r Letrs fl led. a report

wlth Reglmental head"Quarters, andL

sent  a  eopy  to  the  E 60 .  cap ta ln ,

agalnst  h ls  act lons.  Sturgls took

the cornplalnt to Regfunental and I

del lvetd t eopy to Schntdt, who was

called on the carpet the fol lowlng

day.  I t  ls  safe to say,  that  af ter

what he heard. from the Colonel,

Schmldt was very eareful about

ls su1n6 ord.ers .

The coapany left the llnes on

Lire 43l 8-, but I had to stay for tvro

d.ays to shov the new conpany runners

the lay of the trenches. I  arclved

at LtAbbye on the 25t'h and we took

a rnuch needed. rest and eleaned up

ln good shape, lTe d.rew new cloth-
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lng here anrl belleve me they were

bad.ly need,e0. I left on the 27t}.,

ln ad,vanoe of the cornpany wlth Lt,

Vlneon, to take over the Ira Chap-

pel le sector, whlch I was already

very well  aceualnted. wlth. The

tr lp up was a l l t t le d. l f ferent, &s

Lt, Vlnson came near belng kl l1ed

whlle vee were watchlng an alr fl$fit.

We were standlng ln the nld.d.le of

the road, chen I heard. a whlrrlng

sound. and called to Vlnson to take

cover, f t  was lueky he d.1d, for Xn

the spot he had, been standlrrgr the

end, of an alrcraft shelL land,ed. r It

we].gnea probably three pounds, and

on d.ropplng four or f$ve t,housand

feet, would. have x11led. h1n 1f he

had.nf t noved.. The conpany arrlved

the next day, half 6olng to the

llnes and the other harf ln r' 'spv€ r
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Letrs put me ln charge of a def,a. l l

to brlng ratlong fnom lra Chappelle

to the kltchen, as I had. been on

d,uty several d,ays longer that t,he

rest of the o€fir I had, four men

to d.o the wofk, and euarters fon

the flve of us ln a much battered

house abcut a mlle ln rear of the

l lnes.  Many

spent  s l t t lng

afternoon we

an apple tree ln

an

1n

back of the house, watchlng the

flghtlng ln the llnes. lYe rnad,e one

trlp each nlght, maklng about two

hours work per day. The Frenchm,en

load.ed, and. took care of the muleg, i.i

Dur l ';rrk :;r-i lJ"* l, ing only ln de1lv-

erlng the goods =- We trad f Lrst

eraok at the grub, and took turns

cooklng, and, belleve me we sure d.ld.

feed.. Thls graft lagted for about

f l f teen d,ays, when we left  the l lnes
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for Etlval.  We were here for f lve

d,aye, two of whlch were taken up

wl th d.r l l l lng,

Ot the 18th we hlked baclr to the

Mare Henrl Dlvlslon of the Fontalne

sector, where we served, for flve

days untlL the 92nd., colored. dlvls-

lon came up to relleve us r Durlng

our stay ln thls sector, one of the

fake gas alarns sound.ed, It hap-

pened. that Shorty Mays ( Sfrorty dled

from pn.eun0nla, shortly after the

Arnlstlse) was shavlng, and, had. hung

hls gas mask on a tree, When the

al.arn came ln, $horty shut hls eyes,

he1d, hls breath and. started, runnlng

fron tree to tree, for hls noask.

Flnally, not havlng for:nd. lt, he

started shoutlrrgr rr Wheres ny mask,

Irn choklng, wheres my nasktt I

suppone lf there had. been any gas

40

1t woulft have seemed. fr-rnnyr oR

account of the stwrts he Ful,Led ,

but wlt,hout gas lt was a sld,e

sp l l t teFr

lte hlked, lnt,o Etlval a6aln on

the 25rd. arrlvlng at" 6 A. M. The

next day we had. a forced. rnareh of

thlrty f lve kl lometers, My ankle

gave out agalnr oil account of the

load we had. to carry, but I was able

to make the trlp. Tle stald. ln

Bru over nlght and the next day had

another forced. march of twenty flve

klLometerg. On account of ny ankle

I was marked by the d.octors, to hlke

wlthout a pack, blrt the ragons wer6

loaded. to uapaclty, 8o had, to start

wlth the rest of them. I was able

to make about three kllos, when I

was forced. to drop out. I walted, r

by the road. il#fdn6 for a truck, and.
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f lnaIly Dr. Celr.clon came up and or_

d,ered ne to hlke, f showed, hln

the sllp, orderln8 ll8bt marchlng

frr and, sl,Bo ny ankle, whlch by

thls tlne was gwoll€n al1 out, of

sJ.le, but I lras ord.ered, to get up

and. hlke, f had Just started.,

whrrn Col. Mc0lure came along and,

asked what the matter was, I told.

hln, ahd he ord.ered Card.on along,

and, stopped a tnrck, and, put ne

aboard.. f rod.e through Ramben_

vlLlers to a provOst stat lon, on

the Arches-Eplnal road,, where I

stayed, f or the nlght. The f0llowr!.

lng nortrlng I nod.e lnto Arehes,

reported to Head,guarters and walted.

for the outflt, whlch arrlved. the

next day. I  had e. l l t t le noneyr so

hlred a room and, bought enouglr grub

to last unt1l the outf l t  anrlved,
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The nane of tl: lE t,own waa Senad,en

On the 29th wc lef,t thtg ter-

rltory by auto truclrs, through

Eplnal and, Charmes, arrlvlng at

a Frenoh Arrny camp aJ Haugonvllle

the next clay. We stopped here

Bor geveral days. We were sup-

posed, to d.r111 btrt was luclry

enough t,o sklp every fornat,lon.

One afternoon, Just, after chor

call had. blown, I heard qulte a

bonbard,ment overhead. and. flnally

located about a d.ozen planes hav-

1ng e free for all. i ' A11 of a

sudd,en one of the planes dove,

wlth another after lt. fhe flrst

alt.| A raarrra r{ alnr rrr{ } la 6 a art{ aa ,rfv.Iv rrqtll lT- \ \rll l l Yt I t II QL' E, gI 4gtt \rl

turrns, whlle the second. plane cam3

ln a noste d.lve. They both d.lg-

appeared. over the brow of a h111

and. we lmaglned. that they vyere

lglh snashe& Lnt,o a- therrsand
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plec€s r We w€re busy watchlng

the other Flanes rrhlch were et1ll

flghtlrigr when we heard. the roan

of a notor and. saw a plane oonlng

over the hlll and. towards the eamp

As lt got closer lt swooped, down

and. rlght over ouf sestlon of the

campl and. probably a hundred. feet

ln the alr. We notlced. the Iron

Croes on the wlngs, and. some few

of us d.ucked., expectlng a shower

of lead. f  was too surprlsed, to

get ny rlfLe and. take a shot at

then and Just stood et1U, wonder-

lng what was cornlng next,. The

observer was stand.lng ln the gun

Plt, &t h1s nachlne gurr*, and a

flne shot he had. at about four

thousand. men. He was on a d.1f-

ferent errand. however. He lanJea

about a rn1le from the camp wlth

englne trouble and he and the
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ptlot were taken prlsoner. We

afterward, learned. that the Ger-

mans lfad dlsabled the French

plane and that both Frenchmen

were kllled, as they fell to the

earth.

On the 6tfr of Sept. we f lnlshed

our tralnlng at Hausonvllle and,

lef t  for  the St .  Mlh le l  sal lent  "
Thls flnlshed. t,he Trench w&r-

fare and. we were slated. for the

blg event of the war at St. Mlhlel

Whlle at I.,a ChappelLe we. suffered,

outr flrst aasualty, when prlvate

Wanzle was kll1ed by schrapnel

d.ur!"ng a bonbard.noent. IIe was bur-

led, ln a FYeneh plot on the fr6nt.

We f lxed the grave as well  as Fos-

s1ble and. 
"olaced a snal l  Amerlcan

flag orrer lt r

One of my pals, Harry El.l1lan
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was badly worxrded, at the ttne

lflanzle was kllleit, He spent the
' i- ,€t ter Fari of thre e yeers 1n

hospl ta lg as a,  resul t ,

0n the 7th of $ept. w€ &F-

rlved at Launnevllle where we

sta.yed. all day i.n a large 1t$.-

f ln lshed.  factory.  The fo l lowlng

ni 6;ht took us ori f oot through

Nancy to Ponpey r where lre r.ested"

arrother day , Tlrls hlke was mad e

ln a pourlng raln and, lasted frrxr

nlne untll three A. M. At Pornpry

I was bllLeted wlth slx others

wlth a French It . and hls f arolly,

here we found. real bed.s to sleep

1n and some rnlghty good. foodn

On the 9th we stopped. ln an old

camp at Sel ze,T! t

Hlked ln the raln agaln on the
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1 Oth and, after a long mareh through

the nud, we Fu11ed lnto a large

w o aCs wirere we v'tere orcLered t o

pltch tents. Ernest Nell  and. my-

self took our blanlcets and. made up

a sleeplng ba6 lnstead of taklng

f l: e t lme t,o pltclr tents Lri the d.ark

It was lucky we dld. for most of the

boys had. thelrs blown durlng the

nlglrt. 0n the way to tlre wood.s

olir ]cltch.en got lost and we wer.e

two d.ays wlthout dood., except Cornd

8111 and hard, tack, whleh we al-

ways carrled ln our packg. A

large arnunltlon traln was bombed

qulte n.ear our outflt and one of

the trucks went upr causlng the

whole d,nunltlon dump to explode.

I t  was some nolse,

On the nlght of the

ed on a hunt for actlon

lZth we etarfr

along the



47

mud,d.lest road. I ever saw. It

was sttil. ralnlngr Pltch d,ark and.

Just a path of nud to walk ln, We

were foroe& to So 1n elngle fl le

and the boys had. to be on the Job

every mlnute for fear of belng,

lost  f rom the rest  of  the out f l t .

TIe were all weak from laek of food,

ahd, exposur€, but marnaged to get

through wlthout a hlteh.

I f elI ln the nud tnrlce, once

on ny knees, when I lost ny helnnet

and, then full length. Thls tfune

I lost ny overseas cap. Most

everyonr took a spl l l .  A fel low

named. Tremaroo lost one of hls

shoes 1n the mud and had to hlke

ln stocklng foot for about two

n1les before he had. a chance to

put on one of hls extras. On the

laet leg of the hilre r we passed. the
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French and Amet'ican ei.r't : '..r.rary,

whlch were Pound.lng on the forts

arounil Metz r and on all the lmport-

ant road.s and, rallroads. It

sound,ed, as thouglr Hell had' broken

looge, There were 25OO Suns of

al l  slzes on a twentY t l lometer

front, and, the ord.ere were, to flre

at w111, and. those boYs sure were

loaillng fast. The bonbard.aent

lasted f or three d.ays and nlghts.

lTe passed so close to the guns

at tlnes that we coultl feel the heat

f ronn the d,lschar6e, and" the roar

was enough to shatter ones rt€fv€r

SeveraL of the nen reeelveil sheLl

shock and had to be oarrled baclc.

We moved. uP agalnr thls tfune on

the heels of the 6tte and. I I th In-

fantry, who were holdlng the olct

Gernnan llnes. fhe other brlgade
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want aoross the next nornlng ear1y,

we were rlght after then. They

drove the Huns baek about f lve Kl1os

The Dlvlslon had several tanks whlch

cut through the barbed wlre and.

nad.e a passage for the troops r

The advance guard. captured, Vlevllle

a town whlch the Germang had, held.

for f our years rT[e leap frogged the

l0th Brlgade on the nlght of the

t5t f r  at  about  n lne otc lock and took

outr Flaoe on the llnes. The coo*

pany dug ln ln fronf of Bols Oerard

I nad e the round.s , f lndlng out

where the dlfferent eompanles were

loeated and reported. to Btln Hde.

Thls took untlL -about one o+cl,oek,

then took a i tetal l  of nen back to

the aru0nltlon dunp to get pyroteeh-

nlcs to be used ln the drlver Tle

rrere able t,o loeate the dump, but

5o

the offlcer ln charge was not to

be f ound. Ile trled everJr wa1r

posslble to flnd. what we went

after but returned. wlthout the

good.s, aften havlng tramped, arourid.

f or about three hours. Ilhen we

got back I returtred. the eeta1l to

thelr outflts and then returned

to the p111 box Hqr. and. lay d.own

for a nap, The Hqr, was an old

German machtne gun nest., whlch was

bullt ln the shape of a plll box, "

out of conoreter The Boche got

a llne on us early ln the mornln6

and we had to move back to VlevLlle

en Hayer

I was rurnnlng between I, L. and

M conpanles to the Btln. Had to

cross an open fleId., und.er obs€r-

vatlon by the Dutchneor then

through the woods, whlch were belng
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contlnually ghelled wlth galtt

both Phosgene and cllorlne.

After the wood.s oame a stretch of

Rallroad, tracks, whlch was a target

fon the Germans as thls Tras the

only approach to the l1nes.

reveral tlsies ln the wood.s I hacl

gas shells bunst close to Ro, mak_

lng Lt necessary for ne to put on .

tbe nagk. The Germans had, a flne

llne on the nallroed, as I notlced

a, new brealr most every tlme f went

over, Lucky for tsor I was never

there when they struck. I got

eareless on eomlng througlr the

wood,s and as a result got ny lungs

throughly satunated. wlth gas, :"- " :

although I was not avrare of lt at

the tlme. ft nade me feel rather

d.ead, and d.opey, and. put me on the
ttbuntt 

for some tlne, although I was
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never a hospltal case on account

o f  l t .

On the mornlng of the I gtn, the

eneny started an attaek, but for

some resgon or other, called. lt

off and, returned, to thelr posltlons.

That afternoonr w€ d.rew our flret

real ohow ilnee the lOth. Of eourse

we had our lron ratlons, hrt thls

trtp 1t was thnee stralght days wltLr

out a blte. Thls tlne they broughr

neat r sPuds r onlons, br.ead and,

coffeer Bel leve Be, 1t Looked

good , and, I d.rew a klt full, and,

started to enJoy nyseLfr When I
started,, I tnled. fOrst one thlng

and. then another, they d,ld,nt taste
rlght, although they were eooked

well. The naln tnouble wes that

the food oame up as fast as lt

went d.own, and flnally d,ecld,ed. that
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lt ras usless to try to eat,r eo

Passed, what whs left, to some of

the boys who could. eat, wlth the

exceptlon of the bread, and coffee,

whlch I kept. Le,ter ln the day

I hacl some coLd coffee and. was able

to keep l t  where l t  belonged.

The trouble was wlth the Bas

I had. 0nhaled.r It, had flL1ed ny

lungs and st,omachr

At three that afternoon, the

ord,er came.t'0ver and, at llhemtt

fron Col, IVlse. Thls meant bus$

tfuaes f or the rurro€rs r The b0ys

started out for the l lnes, and. I

beat lt fon ny three outflts, and

Bave 'bhern ihelr salilng or.d ers . ''

I had hardly returrred , when Btln.

Hqr. had a radlo to HoId r folLow-

ed, by ad.vlee frorn the S. C. +h*;b

' . , that large
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d.etachrnents of German troops and

artll lary had. been moved. lnto pos-

1t0on. I t  was unusual to do thls

1n broad. d,ayllght, so the Hqr,

d.eclded that  the at tack was useless

and a regular panlc was the result.

The renners were called. for, arrd

were rtrshed out wlth the ord.ers to

stop t lre con3anles before they haC

a chanc e to get st,arted . 11 we hafl

been late 1t r,vould have been a

conplete sueep for the Germans and

a terr l"hle loss to our sld"e. 
' lYe

hail but ten mlnutes to make the

trtp , r,vhtch 'wa.q al.l" of half a n1l"e .

I never road.e better tlme, over tkre

shelL torn ground and. r"eached the

last company on the ze?o hour and

Just as Lt. Brown was orderlng hls

nen tc start,  for the Gernan l lnes,

I haC. t oss ed aviay my rlf le and belt
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at the start of the tr lp. Paesed,

through a oanage at the ed.ge of

tlre r,,roods, but Bot through lt

a l1 r1ght . Thls was t lre closest

shase I eYer lrad , aad as a large

nluuber: cf llves rested. utr)CIEt Eet -

t,1l i3 t ire ord erg through or- t lrne , t.he

r';nrlers f elt thet t,hey had. c1:ne

tirelr '  bi: r

That ntght we vrere rellevetl sJ'

t he  ?8 tn  D lv l s i cn ,  g ree$  t r cs ' s

wlrr proarpt,ly lodF wirai gtounC we

httC g,alnerl, ovrlt$ to the lnef*

f l cLency  c f  t he l r  c f f l coPer

,rl-rc".JL ils.Lf ryf i.he c cml:)s.ii;i visi'*

slck and d.ropped. out on the hlke i: .

baclc,  iTe coul ,d.n?t r ld.er eo t l i rew

the birllr of our etj.ul i:nent along the

roaC, and nad.e the hllre as best

ne could, T[e arrlged. at French-

ev l l le  on the n lght  o f  the p ls t  fo r
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a weleoruecl  restr

THE REST PERIO]')

' i l le stayed. lir Frenchevllle for

a week.  I  was 1n beC wl th fever

and. gas i?ols onlng f or three ..-lays ,

and. &ot ,s. real rest. We hei,J ,:retf y

g,,cod" chovr wli j - l -e irere. I  l :*,_1 a j ja$s

to v ls: . t ,  the c1t;r  of  TouI on r_he

25'r.,11. Had a conp-1-e of Eooil feeds

ancl salv a shcw, alrd. ilren irad io

hlke bac k ai about three ln t, i :.e

morl i lng 1n the ralne Fcr t i r ree

d.ays we Cld a l l t t le dr11l lng ancl

on the2tsttr hlked to Charmes la

Cote,  a  C is tanee o f  abcut  f  ou. r .?eer l

kl lonetens r The town was on a

hlgh h111 and as the:re was no place

to  dr l l l  we had a  rea l  vacat lon.

0n the ]rC of October we t-ef t  the t

town r oo truc ks , vrlth InCo Chtnes e

for dr lvers r  0n the f l rst  nlglr t
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we had' one accld.ent wlth the traln,

the trucic in front of us, went off :,
the rcad and, over the bank, for e

d.rop of abcur, fl fty feet n The

d rlver elther lost the truc l< 1n

fronf  of  h l rn or  went  to s leep.

Hovrever,  we lost  about  15 nen who

vlere ln Jurerl ln tlre cras]:, n The

trucks were nct al lovred to d. lsplay

l lghtsr so l t  was hai ld. to drlve

especlal ly on a pltclr d.ark nlght,

as thl s one lv&s r

THE AREONNE DRI\IE

After the Job 1n the St Mlhtel

sal lent ,  t l re Flght lng Fl , f  th  was

well prepared to take on whatever

wag of fered.- - -  To star t  where t re

l ef t of f - -lTe rod.e alr nlght ln Frendr

trucks, ln very cramped euarters,

and. d,on't eemember ever taklng such

a tlregome trlp. ![e unload.ed. the

5B

followlng afterrnoon, pltchlng tents
gust north of Vend.un. T[e coukl

here the battle raglng ln front of

us, gaw troops, trucks , ar, lbulanees

and. trucks rushlng to the front,

saw the a l rp ianes,  anC the obser-

vat l  on bal oons at thelr work, and

fro'ra appearenc€s , l t  l  cojred as tho

we were ln f  or  1t .  T i re next  n lght ,

we l oaCed on truc ks , and. were d.unnp*

ed ln the wooCs, ten k l los f ro;a the

front, &s reserve troops for the blg

Verd,un d.rive, whleh by thls ttrae was

falrly und.er way, and, the talk of

the wlrol e f ront, -$otr Fland e rs t c tlie
* b . . .  

;

Vosges. rt was 
-THeulggest 

d.rlve

s lnce the war frad started., and was t:

be the end., Blthough we dld not know

lt at,  the t1ne. Thts polnt we

reaehed. on Oct, 5th. Although we

were not und.er f lre at the t lme , lt
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was far f ron belng ecnfortable,  as

the Germant s had a good l lne on

where we were and. consequent ly,

kept th lnSa, nret ty warm wlth thelr

barrages ant l  long d lstance bombard.*

iaents ,  whlch were of  ten.

One da). '  ,  whl le three obsel, . fat lon

baloons were up n a Gernan plane ealne

swc cphrg d"own, f  l r lng l r r t  o the

bags,  - lv l th  exp i lo ,e lve she l ls ,  a f ter

d.ee troylng the three, h€ carne around.

and tr led. No plck of f  a few of the

obs ervers who -ffere c onlng d o'lrn 1n

parecirut€$ r The boy I s opene,l. up

wlt i r  the1r.  Spr lngf le ld.s and L[r"

avlator eame d.own ln e heap, lnsld,e

the Aner lea: i  l lnes.

Here, w€ heard. that Tu::key and

Bul$arla had rLrop-oed out of the

Ka lge r t s  I n ten ra t l ona l  race ,  and

that Austr la was expected. to fol lo l
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Sl OOII r

tVe had. been sleeplng 1n ttpuprt

' ients an, l  ln the rrood-s now for

Qu 1 t e s one t tnre , &nr1 aJ- though wel 1

harC.enecl , a, nunber cf th.e L.,oys, Sot

t ' l re  t t f1ut t  
Dt  pneufncnLe ,  anc hgd I , )

'i:e 
t, a lce:. ba n k .

On t  ) :e incrninl  cf  i l , re Sttr ,  FhL l  .

Cl lnton, Dan 'vVesner ,?r:r l  . tJrr :el f  r  r , i f  ?-e

se i r t ,  tc  the Scu l l_ }y  av la tJ .c , r "  canp,

f  or ground instr ' , rct l  ons ln Slgna1

work f  or la l$,Jn wj_t ,h ihe avl , t**" , ] rs .

-T[e we re t,l1 ]. et ed i" n i,t1 enpt y hn r..;,: ;., ,

abrrrt t,wc l:uncL::efl of Lr$ . Th ey s ta.:t

e  I  f  eedtng us "  Sawbrea l rer  and w j " l l  j "C,

I  couLdnt t  see that  so Cl ln ton and I

went on a seout l : :g expeC f  - iLon, er: i ,

f , lna f ]1r  1*cate , i  a  ae$s ser"gee. : : t  c f

t ir* Avlat lon nechani c e r -rvhc wris f ro:n

Attlebox'c, and. was well &tsr.i:; ir iniel"

vr l th scne f  rLend s of  Cl lntc i ls .  . ;Te
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nien b l oned the 6rub eues tlci,r , arrd.

a f ter  we had.  pron lsed no i  to  t ,e lL

t l te rest  r f  th* get:C, h* Je-T* r ;s t ,he

be s t f e e,j' we ha C. ha,1 in da.,;rs , ai:i

a prcnlse cf  t "hree s2' i l .at . . .es a oir ; , '

wi:.1ie ',re rir.:te t, l : ci,8 r *nJ b+l-i *- ' : : t

? f  : ? + - r  : , ' , J  r j - . : ] . : : i l L  : , j - r :  a  a f : , : - ] - r

Cn t::*, tl:t:.,,1 ,:1a;: '.'.'e ret$;l-,1e,:1,

*4  h : : ' l ' ? " "  r " . '1  L .  *  : :  * l1 - : : : . t  *  I  a , . .=  1a  t . - -t - l

i ta . : : l r ; ,sr  T i : l "E " . , ' i , i  f i ; r : . ,ucted,  ; iL i  i l ;a t ,

, ' l " fr ; '  i t l : ;C,;t ,  iW* _Lif : .1r,: f i l r l l : i l  Gell : . j t : t i  : , l : i l

Aust,: ' l .ar ls i ieC. pa.ssc 1. t , i r t  r ;r l- ' : i ; }-r l i l r :

caiiip aritl. 0r.e .ri t,.l iu, 'r1.;3t'.r l i; '-,;i -1::f

partles ha,t started. out ihe nl6ht

berf '3re t ; l  l . l "* l . l i  ?.  v, iey t , l r l . ; l i : - r r  i i :q '

barbed. wlre ent,anglennents al l :  a long

Li:.e f l'c,n t, , 3,; v{e 1"1.;-9 n t,lt:t g,l:iie -

t"hi-r ' lg }-ri; i ' . i .:: i .g c: t,$;,n

lTe lef t  t ,nc suhc,sL i - r ,  i rucks

v*ti i  clr tc oir *s t,o vihere cut' *r-ri i ' i t

:Jtes gu,jtpcg€iL tc be, The;,r ]rrr,L

6e

s ta r ted  f i ) f  t he  f . i ' a l - r t ,  sc  ' i I e  f c11ov" ' *

ed on fost ,  w!- t * . i r  scant  d. l rect lor rs

es -to r,rhr::.'v tirel,' $/erti. lTti lrurnL:#C.

f or t tre : : l -  i ; l i t  i . : ' -  t , i ie w:ois, ar:d.

st r t"t'.-':1 l,:t, earl;i i:i ie ne::it. .tinl' l:1.]-'.L

el,i:,:l r; ' l-1 ght i:e -l- :i ir-i:i lL iiS ;."1. ll^ i ' j lsrii

g i ,  t .  i : . ;  t  i . ; i :  : f  t  Le vo :t t i '  i r t  l . l r ic i  -

ele;:e Fai ' :ns , ?i: . . :  f  l r 'gt d a.y : f  c,-tr

el i&fe  1 l ' r  i i l c  r i " l '1  . '  * i r f teC.  a t ,  3  P,

anci ' | , ;e Sct j . r i te ! t ,  ihe ne:{ t  r iSr.n*

lng wl:eti lre vlent ?'.;'/il ' iiit' t,op , 2L

about  5 A" l , l , Frcn Lhe 1 1 tfr  to

t i re  l8 t . i l ,  i * .ae  l cs$e f l  l n  L i i e  D1" " i s i . ; r l

were terrlble, the d.ead, were lylng

f ron one erid cf tlre f rolt t o iire

other, the wound.ed. and slck were not

be lng g,l-ver: t ire proper treatnerit cI '

n l l r=e ss  |? :e  hrse l ta ls  ar :d .  f l rs t
v l s r v t * . " *

al 'd gtat l . rns lqere crow(led..  The

d oc tors arld. : iurses vrere wcrirl-:: 'g

day anC n1g,ht to catch uPr L'ut the

: , ?
-ta
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casual t les kept  p l l lng up.  Co.

!, lost a large nrunber through d,eath

and wound.s . Lt. Brown and. Vlnson

yrere lnJured . MaJor Rlvet and. Sgt.

Stanton were k1l1ed. by snlpers.

trfai s on , Cas trlaglno and, Mc Cabe were

kl l led. ln one dugout, when a hlgh

expl oslve she1l landed, 1n the hole .

I had, been ln the hcle wlth them not

, flve n,lnut,es before, and had. moved,

where there would be a l l t t le more

room. I consld.er that I was luclry

1rr thls sase as ln Flenty of ot lrers

when I moved ;ust ln tlmg.

There had. been several men tllL-

ed. by snlpers and we organlzed a

small party to f0nd out who lt w&sr

llte moved. baek to Cunel, and. when one

of our nen uas hlt r w€ located. the

plaee. There was one lone Boete, ln

t,he cellar of a d.enollshed house,
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wlth a machlne gun on 
'a' 

rnovable

base, amunltlon and food and' il'rlnk

enough to last hfun several d'aYs

tle had. been plcklng thern off thf,ough

a path through the wood's, and' one

whlch i,re all had tseit. IIe evldently haa

been grxrnlng for off lcers, &s nlne-

tenths of those kllled. were c olo-

n{besloned. He was taken by four Inql

throu6h the wooils wlth ord'ers to ro-

port wlth hln to HeadQuarters ' It

ls d.oubtfuL ln nlncl' whether thls was

d.one , &s they wer"e bac!' ' ' 'r lthil - al-t

hour wlth the report that he had'

been taken Qare of' I have alwaYs

thouglrt thet theY took hln ln the

wood.s and gave hln the same treat-

ment he had been glvlng sone of

out lnoor

At the Farns, the woods were full

of l1ght art l t lerY, f1r1n6 almost

\
)

I

I

I

I

l
I
I
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polnt blank and naclt:.ne 6iins, €l'er;'

f ew hund.red. feet. The front as

well as the back areas were belng

aheIled. contlnual,ly. Up to thlg

t,lnne tho 6 1 st Inf . had. been the only

outf l t  t ,o reach thelr obJectlve at

the tlme setr' The slgltts that one

saw evetTr nlnute were temlble r and'

the runners sa,w more of the after-

rnath of a battl.e than any others, &s

they covered, so nueh terultorY. Tb

men were st l l l  belng slaughtered..

On caruylng messages r we were f orared

to stop and. help sono poor d'evll, :ii..r.r

who had. been hlt, although we were

under ord.ers to stop for nothlng'

The boys enptled thelr cant,eere r tlm

after tlme to glve some wound'ed' bud.-

cty what, was probably hls last d'rlnk '

IFhen we had. the tlne wo helPeil or

carnled them back to the d'resslng
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statloD. But we dllct not have any

to much tlme, and. were not able to

help all we found.. As the messages

were supposed. to be more valuable

than one slngle wound,ed ryan. And I

guess that they lrere rl$ht, &s a

message whlch was not d.ellvered. on

tlme mlght aean the slaughter of

a whole coilps,rrf,r The runners wore

red strlpe around" the left arm, eo

that one on seelng a runner Lylng

s lde of the road. d eaC or wound,erl ,

would. search hln for nessages, and.

lf fonnd. dellver then at orc6o

I[e moved. back for two days, about

half a. nlle ln rear of the llnes.

ftrr conpany vras alL shot. Out of

the l 5O men who had. entered, only

seventy two were left. I[e came

back to get some repLacementg.

One of ny best frlend.s, Jaraes Kel-

i (
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ley $as reported, t<111ed, ln aatlortr

I later found. out that the report

was an error. He was bail]"y wound-

ed. and lost an eye, and" spent sever-

al rnonths ln the hospltal . the

report reaehed hls foLkg, who had

f funeral servlee, and. ereeted. a

gtone for hlm ln the cemeterX. I t

was not untll months later, that

we heard, frorn hln, and hls f oLks,

who had. been lgnorant of the fact

that he was st1l l  al lve. He 1g

at present ln Hlngfram.

0n the 2l st, wo started, d,rlvln$

agaln, and. paseed, t,frrcugh sone

nlglrty nrgged. country for the next

three d.ays. Our losses were not '  so

heavy as before blrt were heavY

enough.

0n Oct. 24th' we moved at nlght,

ln front of Alncrevllle, whlch was
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an lnportant R. R. eenter and

depot of supplles for the German

arny. The next nornlng we trled.

an attack, but were not strong

enough, eo dug ttfunktt holes and.

walted for relnforcements. On the

evenlng before we went over, & bam-

age started. at nlne and, lasted. untll

four ln the nornlng," lte were lY-

1ng ln the holes, walt lng for or-

d ers all t,hls tlne and. havlng the

scare of our l lves most of the t lne

as the f lreworks were comlng thlck

and, fast. Nell n Joe Cllnton, Tho-

mas and Ed,. Prlee were lnJured dur-

lng the nl$ht, and. orlng to the

shortage of nen, the best we could

d.o vras .to d.ress the wound.s and Let

t,hem. lle on the f1eld . After the

town was taken, w€ sent $llverman

ln wlth a bunch of about flfteen\
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$erman prtsoners, rhlch ws oould. use

ag stretcher bearers. $lIverman

started. wlth the prlsoners ln front

of htn, hrt when he started, across

an open space near the R. R. tracks

and the nachlne g,uns got busy, he

started out for hlnself and arrlved.

at 'Hqr.  wl th the Drtehmen fo l lowtng

hln and dolng thelr best to beat hfin

runnlng, It certalnly looked. funny

to see htm bclng chased ln by the

prlsoners, when he was supposed. to
-r ' r ' r :  gi :as1ng t i let: l  j .n.

At two orelock on the af ternoon

of the SEtb we sent "overr and, lnto

the town of Alncrevllle. It was

some d.ash as we had, to get through

a small ravlne, over a srraLl strean

and. across the tracks before we uere

out of range. Oece ln the towrr,

we started to elean up. T[e sent

?,A
f U

helf"of'the battaLlon ahead. and the

other half stayed. ln the town, to

mop up the place, and. as a result

nad.e 97 prlsoners, nost of whorn.

were walt lng to be aaptured,, l , lost

of  thenn were h ld.1ng In cel lars.

Tle oc cuil erl Atnc.revi-11e ,,:nt11 ilov.

Znd , when we were ag,lan orderecl to

ad vanc e . He:'e l-a.r'ge nrlabers of the

enemy gave thenselves upr rather thar

stand the heavy artll lery s,rrf, lcn6-

€r r After leav!-nE ALncrevl l l  e r we

' : : t t d  1 "  l t  1 , ' : . a o . {  ; J t ' % , ? r . ( . ' : - :  r  i - , *  {  
"  

t  . , . : , ' , , ,  i

the road.s were ln very pocr shape,

and, we were able to move *uabirfaster

The da]' iYe i'eached. Alncrevllle,

a f  elLow from L[, Co , anl ayself ,

started. lnto a ce-]-1a1" an,l net two

Gernans c onlng cut wltlr tirelrr hand.s

i.n the a1r ' lYe searched. then; and,

urhen they nad.e a rcw about belng
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hour. I went wlth the Captaln,

We crossed. the pontoon brld.ge, anC"

then started to eross the narsh.

The water tras up to my knees. l$e

f1na.1-13r got up to the canal where I

loea.ted. a place for the trvo coiilpan-

j-es, and. lqe started. baek, en the

wa j/ ac ros, s the Captaln polirted. out

where I eorr ld. brlng the tro'cps, 4s

' he sald. lt wculd be d.ryer f or then,

I flnally told hlna that I had no

rubber boots nyself,  and. he excused

hfuaself for maklng me Flow tlrroug,h

the water, ht he thot that I hacl ii-

boots the sane as he hail. WeLL I

was soaked,, and. klcklng would not

d.o any good. , e o on we pl owed. . Ilhen

I got baek, Hanson had. not showed

up r and. as lt was gettlng along to-

ward.s mornlng, I went back to the

barns and found. the companles $ust

74

gettlng started ' We hurrled thera

to the rlver and. as we rescheit the

pon,t oons , the orcler 
t tno tal i<i*6tt

was g,lven and all the tray across the

rsarsh, a1-l ycu oould hear was the

splashlng of water, and. fron the

soundrnoone would know ihat about .' '  .

four hund.recl nen were conlng across.

Ocasslonally a red. flare would go

llp. thls meant that everyone must

drop , T[here we cross ed thls tlne

was f alrly c1ry, but enotrgh mr:lsture

t o nal<e You f e el weL . ifrrsn about

half way across r we got a shower of

nachlne gun blLets. I iLo not thlft

that we were seen however, a€t theY

soon stcpped. .

.'tre f lnally arrlved- at' the ed ge of

the canal , and started. d'lgglng ln.

I[e had. only ar:r hour before d-aybreek,

and l t  was a case of dlg fast.
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I was d.ead, tlred and. freezlng,

cold. and. the constsnt exposure

rvas beglnnlng to tsll on all of

us r I was soake.d. to above nY

j<nees fron the trlp throug,ir the

narshes, but lay d.cwn along tire

bank of tire canal t o vlalt f ct" d;i3'-

break, an.3 slept s ound ly, c overe.d

only wlth tlre haLf blanket I had

ca: 'r1ed. n

In the nor::.tng we were welc oilt-

ed wlth one of the hot,tes t barua -

6e $ that I wa,s ever 1n. Fcrt:lr: -

ately we were below the cllffs and,

were proteeted to sone extent by

the- gtd,es :of the'r c'anal', A 'number

of cur :nen however were wound"ed..

At about elg;h.t o I clock we spotted,

severaL Clerman machlne Eurraers ln

act, lon along the tops of t i re cl l f f

and lnrnedlatelir started f lrtng
:  :  ,  '  : . :  -

t,-h"u-ia r,'r!,th cull Sltr'j.ngf 1el,i-s , Lat :::

lwlien we hie 
'"croesed 

il:re eanal and

, , ' . i . ,u1. ; , - i  L i i : :  c i l f fs ,  r ; i i  f  : i l ; . i r i l  i l : l r , t

our f lrlng, hac1. ,io:re ri c;;Io gcoC, as

we f curiC. a nurnl:el' of iire en er$y, l

Jcsd. ei i  t i ie l r  <j ,uns frc i : i  I ' i f1, ;  f t : .e.

i i i-- oi ' .Jer wes flnai-l; ; lve::r ic

arl,vanc e . We ueiit o\"tl., Jn-e at a

t lne er i i  starter l  to c l .css thc rr , rc le

pcntccn brld.ge, wirlch l:rad, been

thrcwn acrcs rt r:1urLi:5 il:re nlght iry

t,he errglneers. Tlie l lapt,ai-l a"nd-

se:reral- +f the Lr.:j's lra."l- i3irccee,f.e,i,

ln naklns! hal f  of  Nhe d. lstance,

when a Gernan sheLL hLt the br!.dEre*'\,COV

taklng part of lt away. Flsh.er

and several of the flen, lnclucl.lng

Jac k 3ast, l{cBrlde, anC Gar,i.lner

Junped. lnto the canal an.J started.

to swli i .  esrcss, Al l  reache' i .  the

other. slde but Sard.lner, who wes

" ' '":;-*-*L):-,iu,;,1;,,,,*.' 
---...- ....-,..,.,. ',.....: . . .. ..., ,..,,:.,....1--.*,-.-...1:":;*-:,-l-,.-,;;1;"L*-- . ..-:...,.,-,:,.-,. . , J

on
.fr
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the  L t ,  Co l ,

h1t and. d.rownerl trefore he could

be reaoheC." cVltil ttre help of the

i loys a l : . ' i  & fev" t  englne€r$,  L i re

brldge 1'uas scon Put ln rePalr,

and. we started. crosslrrg, ag,aln.

Upcn arrlveL cil the cther s 1d e , w€

as s eml:rle d atr,l na,il.e a d"rlve f or the

t cp of the cltf f . 'rT€ rnet wltir

s oine silf f opPcr] 1t lcn, but, were

fortunate tc arlve at ihe tofi wltir-

out  casual l t les.  'Se scoured'  the

dug,cuts end huts and. captrtrerl'

. i i  r -  ty se Vtsi i  I i i ' iJ  l l . iu i 's  ,  ten lg i i r l i i *

lne 6,f? and. three snall, c&llnorlr , ,,r,
- -  .  -  ^ - l  ' l ^^  r l r  hr rThe prigonerg werg sen'E DacK IiY

the Captaln and iIIeR who had' Jqnpea

lnto the eanal ' We ad'vance'l' solue

d.lstance antl" at nlg,ht, retlred r'-: ' '"r' '

abcut flfty yards to take advantage

of cover. I hunted" around for a

blanket and flnallY found one ln

a d.ead German I g pack, and I tlrlnk

thl  s vras a l l f  e saver f  or .ns r  as

I was chlLled. through and evell

wlth the blanket was none tco

warn. I cau6ht a. coltL however

wh.lch stayed wlth me for several

lncntJrs o

The next mornlng we organlzed,

we i rad no:- 'of f lcers ln th.e i :at tal-

lon *rnC cnly three ln the Reglment.

tt Cytt L[cBrld"e wes actlng Captaln of

Lhe c Onpally, $chnOldep ar:l i  i  '"ere

a c t, I irg T,1 eut e naiit s r

as hoLdtlng d,orn geveral' Job$t,

Ct1.onel and. taklng the pLace of the

three maJors, besld.e havlng co:tr-

:sand. of .1,!. Coroparry . . T[e were a1].

shot and lt surely was a. ragged

Looklng outf l t

,{e lvere ortlered over durlng the

nornlng,, our obJectlve belng a



patch
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of wood.s notth af Drm-$ur-

Wa { ' rnn l r  t . ha  n i r  l on*  |  r ra
u v v r l  v r - Y  v  v J  v v  v a  Y  v

and. rrere waltlng for ord.ers, when

a second. Lt. fron the 6ttr rnfa.n-

try came along wlth a buneh of

stragglers and ord.ered us to J cln

then. i 'fe stayed. where we were

untll he pulled. hls revoLver and

started f lr lng lnto the crowd.,
'  j . . .  - -

. then "Cy? told, us 
'to 

go along.

lTe went a shcrt ways and. forsed

a halt,  to 6et our bearlnts. lhe

Lt. seemed. to act erazyr so we

declded, to take thlngs ln our own

hands and. when he ordered. another

advance we balkect, 'We f lnal ly

found. that we were ln back of the

German llnes and started. flrlng

upon sone Gernan artll lery, tak1n6

a heavy fleld. plece url the sld.e of

the h111, Thls lasted,for about

:l

, ' ' . . 8 o . . ' . . . . . ] ' -

half an hour when 1t got d.arlr

enough for us to nake the trlp
'back" We irad nad.e about half

the dlstance back when the emeny

started. & heavy shglllng of the

wootls , whlch mad e lt rather itrls -

erable f or us unt 11 $re re J olned the

outf lt, That nlght I plcired out

my bunk and. thougbt lt looked.

prett3r, good. I[oke up ln the nld.c :

,lle of the nlght wlth a. snoall

sharp stone ln the roltl.d.le of my

i :a c]< . 3 or, i  e bei n

We ad.vanced. agaln bn the 8th,

strlklng the town of M111y, Just

ln reserve of the second. Btlno
il

i le nirt l  Oesn lLYfng On a II .{ 'LI9

corned. b111 and rtver water for

about a week now and on the nlght

of the 9th, after we had captured,

Mouzay arid. llberated, sone 6OC clv-
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"  111e[s, who hsit walted, ln the

\
{

':l
{
I

cellars for rs a the.v devlc!.ed.

whatever they had. ln the housee

wlth us, and, we hail, sone good hot

coffee and. black bread., whlch

seemed nlghty good. 1n comparlson

to the feed. we had. been havlng.
ttTed,B Rahn and. nyself , were d.ls-

patched.  at  e lesen orc lock to 10-

cate e natlon outflt, whlch Tv&s

supposed to brtng us somethlng

to eat, w€ found theia at three the

next mornlng and hlked. back to

tlre outflt for a detall whlch went

wlth us to the ratlcn drrnp and.

brought back our share. We €u3-

rlved. at the conpanS shortly be-

fore slx ln the mornlng. l[e

d Svld.ed. lt up so that each man had

two sa,ns and. a loaf of bread. to

caruyo

lhe day and nlght of the t0th

were SPent-. { n the wOOCs and .r,hre

follovrlng mortrlng, we woke up to

flnd. a whlte froet coverlng every_

thlng and, belleve fler lt was sonce

c old. . We hacl sornethlng to eat ,
cold as usual, but then 1t was

sorcethln8 to eat, The news came

through that the armlstlce was tc

go ln to  e f fec t  a t  e leven orc lock ,

unless we recelved. other ord.ers.

At  n lne we recelved Ferghlngrs

ord.er f or the f lnaI d.rlve, set f or

9l)On whlch was never esruled, out,

as General Ely ln charge of the

Dlvlglon.:pefused, to camy then out

wl th the armlst lse 'so near.  fhe

d,rlve was flnally called off . By

nlne otcLock the f lr lng had. dlnlni

lshed. but a.t about 9:)o lt started.

ln agaln wlth a regrrlar

,., 1,,it,, ili ;
.  r  { I' . "  8 t

'  : - :
. ' , j

( )

free for t\.
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shelllng we

had. beerr us ed to ,

Hot chow came up at about three

oScLock and then we started back

f or l 'fouzay, where we sLept ln

barns f or tbe nl ght . The a rrnl s -

ttee was slg,ned and. the bolrts had.

all g,rown ten years yoltnger, but

-a, gad.der looklng lot of men I had.

never seen. They had long ha1r,

beard.s,  were caked wl th d l r ' i ,  thel r

clothes were torn ancl- f i lt 'h;; ', they

were alL rfeglrl thln I and. -lobked, '-about

, half starned., tlielr eyes were

d.eep set , slrowlng a logs of sleeP

^ . ^ 5  a 1 ' l  l - -  ^ 4 1  3 ! ^ a - :  r w a q a  { .  l ^ a  l - ^ a - ! l , r
i t l i ( i '  d '  LL i i i  a '  L L tr i i (=J Yi i3i ' ( i  tr i ie i" i i i , I"( l=

est  lool r lng Lot  I  ever  hope to see.

I lna$ilne I lookec1 as bad as the

rest of then, but coulil. not see for

nyse l f .

hour, when practlcally everythlng

ceased. .  At ,  e leven l t  was as

Qulet as a gpaveyard, wlth the

exceptlon of a shot here and. there

from sone guy who was elther cele-

bratlng the armlstlce or who had r nt

learned that the war was over.

We started f l res ln the wood.s,

and. etarted. to get Earm and. dry

out, whlle waltlng for further

ord.ers.  We cooked up some wl l l le

Ottd mad.e sone coffee, whlch surely

seened nlghty good. After the

hell whlch had, been popplng for

the btggest part of flve nonths,

I t ^ - - - - - ? , a - e - - ! - - -En e sE].l- iRes$r was cnougn Eo ci.rj.ve

a person lnsane, and aLthough we

d.ldnf t want to hear the sound of

a Bun a6a1n, one at thls tfune

would have ctone us a lot of good.,



a note home, &s lt had. been ivell

cver a ncnth s1nee n;.r  1ast,  note

harl. gcne. f wrote a short note

on a scrap of paper I ha,l found.

andl then wlth the nnal]. from sone

of  the o ther  boy t  s ,  I  h lked.  1 t

bach to heddeuarters to rnal l  l t .

THB PERIOD

FOLLOSffi$ TNE ARTTISTICE,

It su.rely seemecl gooC. to know

tha,i everythlrrg vla s cver anC. ilrat

i ' . ' -r  u Cl" i . i i , ' i i l i l ' : .  .e* ' .- , i ,1.1, i .  ; ,  j -  l , : i  l l ; i  : .- ' . - .- i .

lng to hlde ot duck every tlne

a she1l expOod,sd . On lifov. t tth

we moved back to DUB-Bur-Dolcon

and. took a few sQuare rneaLs, d.rew

clean clot lres and. poIlced u-? ln

general. Ihey welgired each nan

and, took our measurements. I hail.

d"ropped. fron over 14O to tOT lbs.

. , : . :
ln the Jfleuse-Argonne d-rlve. I

could hardlY recognlze myself ,

, ,rhen I gsri i  . ly face ln e : i : i -ryor

when I slraved.

l,rftrtle ln Drn, I vlent out wlth

a burylng rartY. lfe PlckeC uP

all the d ead. we could f lnd' cn the

flelit, bcth r\rnerlcan an,fl Gerrnan '

The chalrlaln sreeted, a sraall er"oss

over each one and S,ave the same

serv lce for  a l l .  We Loafed.  a-

rounC Doleon untl l  the 23rC' wiren

" : ' a  : ' .  i , - ' l  l ' : 1  1 : . i : - " ,  3 i : r .  l , ' " ' l " c '  ; ' ' 1 ' ' ' ' - i l " - '  1

life arrlved. ln Brand,evllle , a

n111 town whlch wes caPfureil on

Nov.  l l th ,  on the i3ra.  on the

"+th 
I t  was l te lno]-var re r  wr lers I t  t i

stcppeC. 1n sorne oLd German barracks

0n the 25th we had. a 21 kllo hlke

to Longuyorr where the Freneh,

prevlous to the war, had oPeiated.
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41,Largs &ftIg, ,G&Inl}*;,,,c*in$fi.' $qeil' hsre , ,

f or flve,. d,ays , sl,eePing ,on ,the

s t or:e f l oors . Cll lhanks glv 1ng

day, w€ ha'C. some sort of patrlot' lc

exerclses ln the square and. a talk

by l,[al or General EIY . ilfe had the

usual spread. for our d.lnner,

corned.  w1111e,  potatos,  hard tack

and cof fee(wl thout  sugar or  ml lk) .

A great holld.aY for all. :

0n Nov. J)th we d.ld a 2?k11o to

Longy-Rehon, the flrst town we had.

i if vr:ck ".'rhere ol:e coulrl br-l ',r an$thlnrt

and, here the supplY nas llnlted.
. ' ,  

i

pach, Luxemburg,. Grossed. the bor-

l a *  a 4 .  i ' i e i - - r r - r  i  t r -  f F i ^ i a  a n n r * * ? . r l t
C L 9 I =  a !  i v a V \ . ,  . h r  i l t r  i i i j . E '  t . ; \ , t i , i ' i i i J i J

seened. mueh cLlffereat than France

or Belguln, and. the PeoPle seened'

more cord.lal . We Put uP ln bartls

ln thls t,own.

for' guafil d,uty ln tuxembourg. Ee

all C.rew new clcthlng and. brushed

up as thlg was the capltal" c lty of

the country, We went tc Luxeraburg

Cl ty  o f  Dec .  4 th ,  where  we d ld

ituty around the Drrcal palace and.

several of the Lnportant brld"g,es.

I was statlonecl at the palace t

Juet lnslde the naln gate. lilas

only on d.uty slx hours a day, eo

had plenty of t lne to look the eltY

anr].  the nalaCe ovef .  ThL s 'r i { is

to ny rclnd one of the raost attrae-

tlve towrrs I hacl, seen wh1le over

across o The clty ls sltuated. on

a hlgh rocky criff , with iwo sroaii.

streams cuttlng lt, over whlch are

severaL brldges, over 2OO feet t.*;t:)

above the rlverg '

Anong, the many places I went

i
l. t
i
l



l '  ' ' 1 , ,
, . i  . ;  . .

;,,, , ., " ,. - througtr were the Grand, Ducal Pal*

aoe, the Protestant College, the
\
i

Mlnt and, Treasury Bullding and. the

$tate Llbrarii '. The ruLer +f the

eountry, was a glrl not yet twenty

years old.. Shortly after we &r-

rlved., rhe rras forced. to abdlcate

aud. a younger slster $tas elevated.

ln her  p lace,

The palace grounds were wonder-
\r'.rr . :rful arrd eecordlng to all' reports,

were equalLed only by the palace of

Versal l les and the Castle ground-s

at P ot sd an, Gerrnany .

t range and. were bllleted. ln a

sshool house. The outflt Jolned.

us here on the 1 5tfr. On the l?ttr

we hlked to Ehlange and on the fol-

lowlng day lnto Dlf ferrlange, where

we were to spend. several nonths,

90

tG,: were 'bl11eted,i.trt', a ' lerg#t

sehooi house, whieh companed, fav-

orably tc anJ' on thl g s 1,ale . At

flrst we slept on the floor but

later recelved our reQulslt lon of

c of s , whlch were taken fronn the

German arny caaps nearby.

The people here talked., both

German and. Frenckr, and. a great

nany spoke ltallan and. Engllsh,

T[e had" & regular New England, snow

storm on the 19th, the f l rst snow

T  t ^  , . . r , , !

0n the 24th I recelved a ten

day furlough to one of the l6ave

areas. lYe boarded. box cars at

D a * * a * L n r r r a *  l *  * 1 ^ =  a ? t 6 6 4 q a  A -
I JV  t r  r ,  s I I  l J v l f r  

t i  
J . I t  l " r l l s  s  Y  s i I I I ! 6  .  \ l l l

Chrlstmbs day we stopped at Nancy,

where we vrere lssued new clothlng

and. recelved. a c.ootle bath. Ile

bpard.ed.'agaln and ate our Chrtst-



\
\

conslsted, of corned, blll and
\

At  f  s -s i rr- f  l I le we were g, lven

Iunch by the Red. Cross and. a

, . ,  . : . : , , r . i i ] , r _  l

Java.

a

1

fs* ilollans

w e 1 l .

wittr n6, d1c. ve#

ThL s i own .ffdr6 one of the fanous

wlnter resorts of France and farned,

for l ts mlneral  waters and. baths.

There was a large y ln what haci

f cr:nerly been the thlrrl large st,

gambllng cas ln o 1:.: France .

i, lcrrt Dore was connecied w1ilr

R,oman hletory at the tlne of Cae-

gar t s lnvastcl :f Northern firrcl:e .

Fa r t  s ; f  the val1s tha t  he brr t  l t

: -  ,  . t  -  - . i  
, , r , -  : .  ;  - _ .

-. :  -  .* . ." ,  . .L , ._: i i ;  ,-r  :  . ,-  " j- , .  .  
i i  I

The baths -rrere ln a hugh bulld -
aang, eael ly the largest ln the

town and. sontalned, everythlng, even

io ihe Roman baths, uhleh nated.

back  to  Caeser .

-l[e scent soine t lme

at the shows at the y.

ed d.a11y, rnost of then

on hllres and,

ivhl ch chrng-

belng what

l

.,{

Chrlstmas box by the y,  M. C.  A.

Stoppeil at Clermont-Ferrard,,

where several cf the boyls nlssed.

the traln, c orolng by the next

one . \Ye cllmbed. a stlf f grad.e f or

over three hours, flnally arrlvlng

at le Mont Dore, late ln the after-

noon. T[e were put up ln the v&F-

l -  nus hitelrs .  l . [y Ecod. J rrc]< s/p s

st1ll wlth ae and f d.rew a berth

at the Ranad.e Alne, whlch was the

lar6,est hotei 1i:. tire iowno So on

rnJr blrthd.ay; I f e1t ver.,v mr_reh at

hoioe-- a good. soft bunk, good. chow

no lnspectlong or formatlons and.

best of al l  no off lcers, The gov-

ernroent pa1d. all bllls, so that the



9t

. i, .r j:, j.: 1i .Pgf 9. tFr$ed .,9g. ,,th9,,,{.

\  boy shorvg.
j :

fl ?He, Ioute arrlvtn6'a,},".D,$,,{.feri,

,lange the 8th

C::r the t ]th I went to '!(ayl 
, t c

attencl a cne vreelr course at the

51gna1 schccl .  Dld n ' l ' t  , i to much

of anyttri i :g exce,?t take lLlf e easy

whl le there but, tvas returned" i o

the rutf lt, vrj-th t l ir:: g,rari le of ln-

struct  cr  . Tirl s gaYe $e a gc orl

jcb  &s tns t ruc ic r  o f  the s lgna l

-r1at con, sctt sat on the world tt f cI '

,s c;n.e t ine . l,[y only vrcr]r vie$ abcrrt,

two hcr"ti:s ench 11nr,r wttir l i : t].r l l_n- t,4

C o on Satrrrd.ay or Sund.ay. So I

found'plenty of  t lne to, , take e fer

tr l ; : ls  tc fhe cl t les neari :y cver the

week enC., and. was luck;' enough to

Set away wl th l t .

Ilet Gus Crccker at Esch cr1 Feb.

l Otfr, when the 9ti1 and. I Oth Brlg-

ad.e had. a footbal.l game. Gus ,

: :
---r.-,,-.;i;,,, *,.** l.u -. "*":t:....."1;:',;J];.**;1..;-r.,a.i*ji: ;ou;;.*r..iuj ']

{ )

A:icl : . ' ;  t , l :e hlkes Yie ioclt  wtls rne

tlrrcug,tr the valley and. aroun"l the

h l l l s ,  v ls l t lng  each o f  the ih ree

cassades.  fh ls  h l re  IVes abcut

seve i r  ru j " les  wi t i r  p l -ent ,y 'c f  c lJ - ' tb -

-'i 
"r -'

!  r j ,Lj  I

Anofl:,er w€,,s t o Lhe Nc:: of Cap-

uc ln ( 5:Cf ) anil- cver 1 C)C f t, . al;cvir

the tovn. Thls was the hardest

travel l lng I  had ever t r l  ecL, and

i e f.t, f f t ?1e li:q.J,i' t:.11 ',ryf 1.Te l^'-- T l l','i-

ln6 through snolr to our rvalst s .

'Tfe all. tbok glaeses and as tre 'llr:

re a ched. r:ire t ,ll tire sllr: rc'lter'l

thr:uglr the clou,l-s Just lon$enough
'for 

us to 6et a g,,rcd lcok at the

suruound.lng country, atrd. the vlew

i )

was wond.erfuL. i{e started back

on the 5tn of January, over the

. . gt{Hn€}



natural.  slze. f t  was strapped

a board so f  could.n l t  move l t .

r:r.tr.,:]"r:ll?i?BlTTY!!-*.%..r.fir::r,".

the

to

Dr .

sCI we had. qulte a tlm€.

On l,,Iarch i Jth, T wa.s sla.ted

go to Kayl agaln, thls t lne to

Radlo school for three months,

TTtren I arrlved. I f ound. that Lt.

$nlth wes ln charge and had me

bl 11 erl a. s an 1ns]5-g_g;[g!*-gf* Slgne;q__

tary Electr le l ty ,  a subJect  I  had

never even hear,i. of . But tackled.

the Job, and consequently hatL lt

pretty s of t  ,  d,urlng the t Lne we

s ta ; re ' l  1 :  Ke ; t1 - ,  The  seh  1 ' l l -  h l i ' . t " s

were I tc 1 ? and 1 to 3, but as my

clagses all cane ln the mornlng I

hac1. plenty of f lne to Inyself "

We recelved our trlple lnnocu-

latlon whlle ln Kayl, whlch knock-

ed. me for a goal. I was ln bed,.

for ten d.ays wlth a eorklng good.

case of blood. polsonlng, whlch

t o

the

I

i

I
I
I
a

F \
i ' , /

i i
r t,  i \ ,

Wll l lams the ned lca l  o f f tcer  a t

the school was attendlng oe, ancl

nad.e two trlps a day and" somettnes

three, to the house where I  : ryas

s i ;ay1ng. I 'rr&s ln bed f cr t en

C.ays , but aft er I trvas abLe to get

out and arcund., I was no good for

about  two weeks,

Thlngs Just rol led along at

Ka3r1 unt 1 1 l,[ay 1 5ttr , when lve re c -

elved. the welcone rreivs that lte were

, to leave for home wltblrrgthe next

two weeks.  I le  c losed the schoc l

and. shlpped, everyone back to thelr

outf l ts,  only to f lnd that the

) 
salLfng orrl.ers ha'L been wlthd rs,wYl r

We went back to the olrl. grlnd, ancl

'  
.  

' , t

r  . .  .  I  - '  , ' )
,n,.risi:.*.:;16; '!"4L*.ri,an,;:,o..*,*fj;ilrj!"

,l)

lt surely seened. tough, after such



ff :r'?:t,.qf-iqp,sryff W.rirrr.I"Yfi f ff,@6.^

a;i:1o[g1.,pbrto& i ,6fi,, fdlaneg g .

\ T had. applled. for a pass to\ j

Parls when I foun,I we were bllled

tc stay ln Dlfferd.ang,e for a

whlLe longer, the pass was granted c

on June 15ttr.  f  telegraphed to

. D1d, who was locatecl wlth the y-*

ln Gelves,  te1l1ng hln when to

( )

nneet :ne 1n Parls,

I left Dlfferd,ange on the l5th,

spent several hours ln L{etz, the

capl ta l  of  A1sace,  where I  had.

Sl . : -Cr " ,^1 . : f  S i l t : - : t .  SeVe: : , : .1  1 . ,€ ,C ' -  { . i - { , r l  ,

a,nd. then pushed. on toward.s Nancy,

where Bell and. I stayecl for the

nlght. The f ollowlng rnornlng vre

Left for Par!.s, golng throug!:

Bar-le-Duc, Epernay, Chateau-Thlerry

and. arulved. that eventng, Dad. had

not arclved. so started" to see some

of the slghte. It ls one grand,

98

town, and, lt ls

tourlsts nnalce lt

whl le ln Europe.

, , ,
no wonit6r' that al1 

'

thelr headqua.rters

Went through the palace at Ver-

sal l les,  whlch was bul l t  as a mem-

or la l  to h lnsel f ,  by Louls XIV.

Bell  and I vuent to t ,he Elffel tower,

a.nd. c llnbed. t o the t op , lt wes a

hot day ahd. vre were nearly d.one

for when we flnally got to the top

of  the af fa l r .  The s lght  was

w:nderfuL . You c cultL see f or mlles

-, .^ r- --- .'i ^. r..1. ? 11 it. ,l l- 
-, 

: I : ,1- i, ',r il ):1.1 IL L . ;  V  - t - .  d  a r r t . -  1 t -

see the bat t le f  le ld s,  over twenty sJx

nlles .a,way, lle started. to eome :

d.own by elevator, but were dared. to

m ^  l r a  t  l ^ a  *  s l  *  f  a * m  1 ^ - t  4 r n a *  1 ^ r r  ^
IJlct]L(; trIIE t _I-r!, Ltt. YUII ,JJ I (Ju l, t tJJ @

couple of Army Nurses, who lvere out

s eelng the clty . I[e d.ld. lt, but

never aga,ln, I was lame for a week.

Dad. amlved. on Thursd.ay nornlng,

I



) *,'

,Fo,, he"; ,3rtlae Hoffnao,.apf,,,rnyoelf r' .,. ,

saw' whet was left to see. Ho tt-

man had.,r,been a member of the Gorr-

pany but had. transfered to the Y

af te r  the  armls t lee .

Left Parls cn the 20th on a troop

tra ln.  We stopped.  ln  the af ter-

noon at a Freneh camp. As we were

to be there f or twc lrours, f went

out to the canteen to Bet somethlng
{ ;  $ ,  g  d , r i *
to eat " Whlle ln the eanteen, the

traln whlstled , and. .uulled out ,

e arrylng Eir ?rap , e cat , travel lng

bag and. ny pass. BelI was on the

t,raln so lmew he would. take care

of t l ren, s o locked around f cr a

way out of lt, The next trooper

was bl l led to leave at about n1C.-

n16ht ,  so lnstead.  of  wal t lng,  I

hopped the flrst frelght that cane

aLong, Junplng the frelght at Toul,

toc
- . ' :

wher.e' B€11" anit f hact dteclded to

s pend. the nlght . f sc cure .i -,itc

clty, but coul-d. f lnil no traee of

hlrn, Icok the next traln to Nancy

en,l ,  looked. for hln there. As I

lat er found. out , l:e had spent the

ni ght ln lfancy, anC. r,vent b,'l,c 1( t c

TouI  to lccate ne ln the nornlng,

our iralns pas s lng.

:,: I had o,ult worry$n$ rblr thls tlme

and starteC. to rnalce the round.s of

a f er,v of tlre tcwns I ha,1n t t $o€n r

I l 'cl-c a,l-L rr1;lr.t 1--'uc 3-irass"r-rru:l;

ivhere I sBent the ',vhole tl.av = leolelnr.r -  -  - - -  - - - - r ,  
,  

- - - - - ( J .

around. I hadt to duck 1n the sta*l'

t lcn, when I almost ran lnto an

Anerlcan :iI, P , Agaln on one of

the l ' . [aln stens, I  received another

scare. f  saw two Arserlcan off lcers

cornlng toward.s,ae, &or1 was Just get-

t lng ready tc d.uck, when they dlg-

I
I
i

I
i
I
I

1 . .
l \ ,
t ;
i )

I
I
I
\ I



*F r

t o l

apceared,, =-, I' kept on and when I
. _ r , .  . . , , . . . ' . ' . 1  .  , . ,  . . :

had. g,one past the place where they

hacl gone ln I turrred aror.lnd- a.nd" saw

bobh cf  them hust l lng u. :r  t l re street,

Ten to one they lvere out wl ihcut a

r?a.ss  toc ,  &s th ls  c l ty  ivas o f  f  a rea

wli l:. A:nerlcEr,n t::cc?s , Thl s ',rres a"

f lne l l i t lc-  c1t,y Ent l 'uvel l -  wof ih t i re

t' ':12' 
,r.rf,

lfiy 'ne4ie 
stqB&"qAS tselfort rvhere&I$4#r' 

W*ffi 
.+'i.i:,'r'

speni nost of i:he day enrl evelr. lng,

;aak l .ng Cc l :nar  t i r .e  next  d t .y r ' ,v l th  n

: ' r i - , - ic  i  r i ;  f  o l , i i . . t l l i . : , l r - l l i .etLr r . i l . . i i ) r i 'L cr l

t l :e Swlss bcr"Jer,

That nlght I returne,l, to }leta,

onl$ to flnd. that the clty was

f i i ieei wlt ir  ] , f  .  F, s .  short ly Erfter

I art ' lved . I  hlred a hack, whlch

d.rove me to the next to'rn, urhere I

tcok the traln for Luxenbursr arrlv-

1nS ln Dlfferil:"nge at abcut four on

' )

1 c ?

the norrrlng of the 24L:n, oretty- - - :  
: . .  1 . . .  . r  

' .  :

well.,.tlred, out, by ny trlp, Mtrl' ,r :

1ug,6ag,e hacl. aruive{ aheail cf IIIO.

Dacl cane up the same :rornli:3,, arrtv-'

lng at  ab' : r ; t  ten, whl1e I  was st l1I

s1eeplng. I le brcr-rght 1,{ecl(11"119en,

a fe1lol;f fr,r;n fuole ir"r1 enoti-rer

f eLlcv,l i l.ar.::e'l B,rrn$ , ?a,3- lef t

f or Sl eve s cn Tu-eg'lan , That ,-l-a,f

'v?e recetrreit orcl.ers t,o ncve or:ly to ,r
-  c . r ,  f u , $ j  h , _ - ' . -  . - o j , i  * $ .
have theln "canb'e1.1e,fl- agaln, thls ;

t l;re t cr July 5ttr , Cll tire 4t"h, se

;na,Le 1 t ,  i :1ey o f  rea l  ce l -e i ' x "n t , l , la ,

s ort cf e Coutrl-e hol iday , ancl every-

one proceeded- to take a few last

d rl nks be f c re they s tn.rt er1 f or the

Great Anerlean C.esert  as the boys

ca11e,1. l t ,  for  the Unltecl  ;States

had. g,one dry by thLs tlne.

0n the 5th, we left Dtfferd,ange,

where we had- spent a happy seven

r'iitl
s,'grl

.ftL

W,
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Sonlns.,'"., ,,W9, boatded. the, boK,' c&FS".,,,,.*
:"':i r''' and, our d.ream of ovgr' flfteen

rnonths wag comlng t,rtle-- We were
et#Bettlnbourgr and. trsvelled. the

northerr: route, pass1ng tirough

Namur and lflons, Be]gufuu i Vlny

Rldge, where the famous batt le of

that nane had. been fcug,ht by tlre

Brlt lsh ai the start cf t l re war, thur

through the war tox.r: couniry, where

,g* t y -,*St,?R***kl-**pd- ! o.rn *{t er -,*-!*g-.}'r"*",

w

hrbb oi4wfii
\rq 

n lar :.):t4?Sdrq'ft,-ra I l: $ a- r

bulld-lngs cart, l .e1-1.3r stanil tng,.

( )  

' l

\ y' 
at last bOund. , for hone. T[e ate

breakfast on the d-ocks at Brest t

and then started. for the Pontan-

ezan barracks. We net wlth soine

surPrlse ,  as the cei :Ul  was bul l t ,

f ron the few stone barraclrs,  that

were there when we lanrlerl, tc a l:

i:i1pprl,pr,' rl!iq$ffi*g,,';',n'
0 rre'ff'balnt

pasged through Arras, Anlens

nld,nlght through Rouen. The

ffi!,H, S"*ffiq-
,'",,i:1i.rtdl;-l$S,i:-i|'l,lirritfli;$;C,i{nflry-q$*i.flft:tir.* 

ry:, - :'t:',:::.:t!i{};r4,!:;

board.s announclng that when we

art ' lve, l  hotne the n€rcl l&nt s ,  i ict i ld"

1 -  ^  - !  ^  5  L  ^  - a 1  . l  A r ? A  r t . t  ' r f  A l f  ' t a  m l 1 f 4 o W
f}( '  6Ia(I UO l-t t .Ll l}  V s t ' tFr \ ' 'L v14' rrvr lvi '  t

by se1L1ng us Carnel ctgarettes

and sults nade bY Hart, $chaffner

and. ltarx. The few d.aYs we sPent

( ) the canp were Just cne complete

' round. of lnspectlons, d.eLcuslngs

etc . Iilet , Mltchell, a. chun from

rrTe

and. at

fe-

ina!.nd.er of  the tr lp wes alrnost

l tke horae 
' to 

the boys, &s we had

passecl through Alenccn, Laval , Vltre
)' and 'jt 

" Brleue on our ,.'r&F to the

- front. T[e ].and.ed. at Brest at 5

orcLock on the nornlng of  the Bth,

, . . - -  . . 4 . * -  . i j . & * - r . q r ! , G  ,  . .  * * . - * * u * ^ d . . - * * ' . * . . . * * . .
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Canp Devens d.ays here.,
'  , : , -  , r .  . * . ,  . . . , .  : :  r , . "  '  Y : r : ,  - ' : . , r - - " . : r . . . . i . ' . : r ' ' r " ; '  ,  , : ,

On Ju]'y ltth we left Breet

harbor ol't the transpott AcQui-

banla bounC for HomeLand,r Thls

was sone boat, carrylng about

everythlng one need.ed. for comfort '

1{e had. two band.g wlth us and. held

on the nlght of JuIy lgth and d.ls-

enbarked, on the 20thr golng dlrect

to Camg Llll ls, where we had to go

through wlth another lot of ln-

spectlong . I lere we si l l t ,  golng

to the d.lfferent caurpri, froia whlch

we woulC be d.lscharged,.

,:.
a

*
1i
.J
,$
ar.l

,

.
.  J : : , 1  

I

'ii.'. r':.j.j,inl
,, ,0n q,rrlva1,,8t Devens, lt l '2oked' ,, ',

" . . i L i i r  ; ' i F : : : - : r r - : I r 1 . - , , ; ' f r . r .  '  . . 1 ' ; r ,  I . 1 . r .  r : ,  r ,  l  
'  - .  : r : ' i ' r i ' ' . i ' .  i  ; : i i i r ? ' r :

sonethlng llke home, I trled, fon

a pas s f .or the week end. r s o I

c ould get hone , but tlre nost theY

woulit glve us, was Just a few hourg.

I toolc the pass and started" for FaL-

rnouth , arrlvlng on, the af t erllo on

i;31t,:"o'l]:1''

found. that I ha,l

so went through

wlth the tn:.nch,

cf  ned. lcos,  for

t lon before we reeelveC.

papers. Recelved. nY d

and flnal pay, &t noon

not  been mlssed. ,

the ttmad. hougeot'

and -oas serl a battery

a f lnaL exanrlna-

our flnal

lscharge

on July 28th

!,f,*Ipr.,*'y1,l3hgp.1-!. ", belng, am o':::rie ed:



. :
: .  

,  :  I  r , -  
t . , ,

,,through:wlth',the

exper lenc€sr seen a lot  of  country,

had. been thnog[h a lot

ghlps and, had had. some

tlmes'  I  had, galned

of hard.-

nlghty good.

phys 1ca1ly ,


