
Clarence Anderon, c2000.

Hone
Pot

wamp
 Meg Cotello

Once upon a time, everone in Falmouth knew aout the Hone Pot

wamp.  If ou didn’t know, people thought ou were craz—or from

out of town, which mae oiled down to the ame thing.

Clarence Anderon found out earl aout the wamp.  He came to
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Clarence Anderon,

c1920, at hi home on

lm Road.

Falmouth a a one-ear-old in 1912, with hi parent, who were of

wedih decent.  The all moved into an old Hatch famil

farmhoue on lm Road.  Growing up, Clarence efriended the

oldter in hi neighorhood, epeciall one uan Hand.  He could

never get enough of hi elder’ torie aout thing that had

happened fift, one hundred, or two hundred ear ago.  When he

himelf wa old and gra, Clarence wrote volume of memoir and

at for man recorded interview, hoping to preerve all the

knowledge that he’d accumulated.

Regarding the Hone Pot wamp, he wrote

I rememer the hone pot ver well.  It wa

on the left ide of the railroad track a ou

are going to Wood Hole.  It wa a part of

the N.H. mmon etate which [wa later] . .

.  old to the Pierce famil in the late 1930 .

When I wa ver mall we were alwa

told, “Keep out of the hone pot.” ut a

ear went on we would go in there . . . We

alwa carried a .22 calier rifle  the time

we were 9 Year old . . . o we would go

into the wamp (the hone pot) and hoot

ull frog and nake, alo crow .  It wa

near impoile to go through the hone

pot ecaue of the tangled me of vine and mud elow, ut in the

winter when it froze up we could get in there omewhat.  We would

then e looking for mukrat, which we would catch and ell them to

ph Davi for 25 to 50 cent, and he would kin them.

. . . in later ear Mr . Dr. immon, who uilt the houe where now

[1994] live Arnold urrough, kept hone ee, and alwa aid [the

ee] got the hone from the honeuckle that grew in great

profuion in the hone pot.  he wa one of the daughter of N.H.

mmon . . .

ut it wa called the hone pot long efore he tarted that.  It wa

often mentioned  man people. . . . When a hore or a cow would

get looe and run awa the alwa ued to a, “I hope it doen’t

get into the hone pot.”  It wa aout an acre in area.[i]

Clarence wan’t the firt to et down hi memorie aout the Hone

Pot.  Around 1919, ophie Jone Fiher wrote in a private memoir
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Clarence Anderon drew a map of Hone Pot wamp, ut

it’ o charmingl, crazil out of cale that it’ hard to tell

where the wamp would e toda. Could it e under

Pondlet Place? More likel, perhap, it’ part of the alt

Pond ird anctuar.

[In

1854] m father (John G. Jone) moved from Foxoro to Falmouth,

having ought a farm on “Hone Pot Lane” of Mi all utler.  A

few week later Mr. artlett Holme moved from Plmouth and

ought the econd farm from u .  Mr. dward utler lived on the

farm etween.  Capt. Tilton lived in the houe with him, having

ought the farm from Mr.  . a few ear efore.  Mr.  . reerving a

garden plot for himelf. . . .

The weet-ounding name “Hone Pot Lane” wa given to it 

raddock Dimmick, who had a pature etween Holme and

utler’ .  Morning and night he wa een driving hi little lack hore

and following hi cow to their dail eat .  He wa quite muical and

ou often heard hi voice in ong.  Twa aid he owned the finet

ounding tring of leigh ell in town, he having ought each ell to

uit hi ear.  lackerrie grew in great quantitie in the pature that

run to the each, and furnihed a plent to everone in town for the

picking .[ii]

Minnie Lawrence chipped in with a entimental tor aout one of
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dward utler wa a

romantic and a

carriage driver who

took paenger

etween Falmouth

Village and Wood

Hole during the

1860’. Photograph,

courte of llen

Dufur, appear in

The ook of

Falmouth, p. 65.

raddock Dimmick wa

a lackmith, ran a dr

good tore, and helped

to manage the town’

poorhoue. He married

three time and wa

till having children into

hi 70.

the reident .

Mr. dward

utler and hi

mother lived up

to the Hone

Pot.  He loved

velina Greene,

ut hi mother

wa not willing

he hould marr

while he lived,

o he kept hi

feeling to

himelf.  velina

married.

 and e hi

mother died,

and [velina’]

huand died,

and after a proper time he declared himelf,

and the were married. 

On hi wedding da he made an entr in hi

journal, which he later howed to a neighor

and [it] wa “I’ve got her!  I’ve got her!”  He wa the happiet man

when David came and then Hattie .[iii]

Falmouth vital record ack up Minnie’ tor—to a point.  The

record how that dward utler’ mother, Harriet, died in 1858, aged

77.  dward, 48, married velina Greene, 33, in Feruar 1859.  Their

on David wa orn in 1860 and daughter Harriet (named after her

interfering grandmother!) followed in 1862.  However, Minnie made a

mitake aout velina’ uppoed firt huand.  The record don’t

confirm an previou marriage for velina, whoe name wa till

“Greene” when he finall married dward.  Thi fact make the

Hone Pot Romance all the weeter . . . and et omehow adder,

too, at the ame time.

Autting the Hone Pot wamp wa the Fa Farm, at the ottom of

lm treet.  When the farm wa old in 1925, to e developed a the

Moor, Clarence Anderon witneed
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Oxen team in Hatchville, c1910. We have no photo of

the 1925 “cattle drive.”

alt Pond anctuar Map, downloaded from

300committee.org.

the one

and onl

wetern

cattle

drive in

Falmouth.

 John

Wra

moved hi

cattle 

walking

them

down lm

Road to

Locut

treet to Lakeview Avenue, to Gifford treet which wa then onl a

dirt road, and walked them all the wa to Coonameett Ranch.  It

wa an all da affair.  We a kid, me and man other, were riding

our iccle .  We’d go ack and forth to ee what progre wa

eing made on moving the cattle down the trail to Coonameett.

 And we would catch up here and there along the wa down

andwich Road and all the wa into Hatchville.   the time we got

clear down to Hatchville, eing late in the da, it wa too far for u

kid to e riding around on iccle .  We eat it for home.[iv]

Thankfull, not one

of the cattle went

atra and got lot in

the Hone Pot

wamp.

[i] Paper of

Clarence Anderon,

letter to Arnold

Der, Januar 26,

1994.  Unpulihed

tpecript at the

Mueum .

[ii] ophie Jone

Fiher, “Falmouth a
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I Knew It 65 Year Ago,” c.1919.  Unpulihed manucript at the

Mueum .

[iii] Minnie Lawrence, undated and unpulihed manucript, at the

Mueum .

[iv] Paper of Clarence Anderon, interview with Philip Choate, April

14, 2000.  Unpulihed trancript at the Mueum .
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