
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Falmouth to Commemorate the Only Land Battle of the American Revolution on Cape Cod with New Historic 

Plaque Dedication 

FALMOUTH, MA — As part of the nationwide commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the American 

Revolution, the Town of Falmouth and the Falmouth 250 Committee will dedicate a new historic plaque honoring 

the Battle of Falmouth April 1779, the only land battle fought on Cape Cod during the Revolutionary War. 

The public ceremony will take place rain or shine on Wednesday, July 1, 2026, from 10:00 am to 11:00 am at the 

corner of Grand Avenue and Quinapoxet Avenue in Falmouth Heights, near the site connected to the historic events. 

The plaque dedication will feature historical interpretation, musical performances, remarks from local and state 

civic leaders, and a ceremonial colonial musket firing. 

The event commemorates one of the most dramatic moments in Falmouth’s history. In April 1779, British forces 

planned an attack on the town of Falmouth. The invasion was ultimately thwarted after a young boy, believed to 

have been either William or Oliver Slocum, courageously crossed Vineyard Sound alone in the middle of the night 

to warn the town of the impending assault. 

According to local tradition and historical accounts, the approximately ten-year-old son of John Slocum overheard 

British officers discussing their plans while gathered at his father’s tavern on Pasque Island in the Elizabeth Islands. 

Risking capture by British patrols and navigating dangerous waters in darkness and cold spring conditions, the boy 

rowed several miles to Woods Hole to alert local militia leaders. His warning allowed Falmouth to prepare its 

defenses and summon reinforcements from neighboring towns before the British attack commenced. 

The resulting engagement became the only land battle of the American Revolution fought on Cape Cod. Prepared 

local militia forces successfully defended the town, forcing the British to retreat and preventing the invasion of 

Falmouth. 

“This story reminds us that history is not only shaped by generals and governments, but also by ordinary 

individuals, in this case a child, who acted with extraordinary courage,” said Rachel Lovett, Executive Director of 

the Falmouth Historical Society and Museums on the Green. “The bravery of this young boy helped save Falmouth 

during one of the most dangerous moments in the town’s history, and it deserves to be remembered as part of 

America’s broader Revolutionary story.” 

The commemorative program will begin at 9:45 am with a fife and drum performance by Ronald and Susan Glidden 

and formal program at 10 am. Speakers will include representatives from the Town of Falmouth, the Falmouth 

Chamber of Commerce, the Massachusetts State House, the Barnstable County Sheriff’s Office, and local author 

and historian Karen Rinaldo. Historian and author Dr. David Martin will deliver the keynote address on the Battle 

of Falmouth in 1779. 

Following the unveiling of the plaque and colonial musket firing demonstration, attendees are invited to adjourn to 

The Old Casino for refreshments. 

The event is free and open to the public. 

Event Details: 

Dedication of Revolutionary War Commemorative Plaque 

Wednesday, July 1, 2026 

10:00 am – 11:00 am (Rain or Shine) 



Corner of Grand Avenue & Quinapoxet Avenue 

Falmouth Heights, Massachusetts 

For additional information, please contact: 

Robert G. Ripley, Jr.  

Falmouth 250 Committee Board Chair 

rgripley@comcast.net 

 


